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THE OPERATIONS OF 'THE 423D DNFPMNTRY (106TE INFANTRY
DIVISION) IN THE VICINITY OF SCHONBERC IURING THE
BATTLE (OF THE ARDENYES, 16-1¢ DECEMIZR 1944
( ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAION)

(Poracnsl Experisnss of & Battalion Operetions Officsr)

ORAIRITATION
THTEODUCTION

By October 1944 the Al1ied forces in Wesiern Surops had swept
across THANCE a2nd were generally poised slorg the western frontier.of
Cermsany. {S5ee Map 4) The rapidity of the edvunoe ecroze FRANCE and-
the resuliing extended front, provtad to the linits of loglsticel
support, had culekly reduced e impetus of edvence. As tho pro‘biem
of sdpply tacemd more adute, lerps scals advances becams 1m"possibla'
and tae front tcmporarily etebilized. (1)

Checlad as they were &t the fixed defonses along the German
frontier, tt;e nounting of £ full rcels essault Leceme necossery and
towsrd this end momentous efforts were directed. However, Allied
commenders, determined to meintnin the initistive and to cm,tim;e the
drive into Cermeny 2t the earliest oppertunity, lsunched a sgeries of
limited ettacks preliminery to onerctions which were to meen ths final
destruction of all-Genmsan forces west of the RHINE RIVER, ¥bile main-
taining a relentlese pressure on the enay, supply éifficuities hnd 4o
be solved, regrouping had to be acécmplis-.-‘eé &nd units had to he
refitted. (2) |

In mid October, it was decided by theo Supreme Communder that be-
5iu}xing garly in Novemhzr tha Firat U5 Army 222 {9 ndvence on COLOMNE
from the vicinity of AACHEN while the Third US Army siruck at the

vital SA4R RASIN. (3) To continua & gusteinzd offsnsive, meenrshils

(1) A"'l, po 66
(2) A-2, p. 323
(3) 211, p. 269
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holding & front of more than 500 miles, it was necessary to concentrete
available forées, reduoing to a mi_ninmn thoae foraoes hoiding relatively
static poaitionm The largest of theae sectors was the portion of the
First US Army line stretching through the AHDENNES reglon from MONSCHAU
to TRIER, a diat‘ance,or some 75 miles held by VIII Corps. (4)

TEE GENERAL SITUATI ON

On 6 December 1944, the First US Amy issued orders for the con~
tinuation of ito offensive to seize the DOER RIVER dems, the possession
of which was essential before the ettack could profitadly continue
toward COLOGNE. (See Map &) VIII Corps, on the amy south flank, was
Yto continue on its previcus mirsion of conducting eggressive defense
within the Corps zone &nd be prepered to tdvence to COBLENZ on ammy order
when the main attack hed progressed sufficiently to lescen resistﬁnce on
ité Corps front®. The newly arrived 106th Infeniry Division was to
relieve the 2& Infantry Division on the VIII Corps front thus z?eleasing
it to V Corps, to the north, to assist in tha army sattack. (5)

From north to south, the VIII Corps front on 12 December was held
by the 106th Infantry Division, 28th Infeantry f)ivision, qth Amor.ebd
Division less Combat Commend B end Combat Command R and the 4th Infantry
Division. ' Corps ressrve was aomposed of Combat Commend R, ‘9th Armored
Division, amd four enginser combat batielions. (See Map B) (8)

The ARDENNES reglon through which the VIII Corps front extended
was characterized by rugged, difficult terrain. High i)lqteeua inter~
sected by many deeply cub vallays mnd covered by numerc;\.'s. heavily

wooded mreas incressed the difficulties of large scale ¢t eeticzl movements

(4] A-2, p. 538
(5) 1\"3. po 88
(6) A-4, p. 6
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while a resiricted roed net mede both supply forAderendars'and 8xas

of advanse for attackers s major p:oblan. Two vifal road junstions
controlled the road nsts necessery for lerge scals oﬁer&ticns in the
sres: S7? VITH {n the northem portion of the Corps sesior, BASTOGNE

to the south. Snow, slest 2nd rein bed added to the probleis of main-
taining the nerrov roeds snd meade eross country movemsnt through the erea
21l but impossihla., (7)

Supgliéa of all clezsaes were gaaarslly adequate by mid Decembsr with
several notable e;capticne. @inter ¢ombet clotﬁing wes short or hoﬁ-axia-
tant apd badly neadod. Anunition was closely controlled, particularly
81-mm mortsr, 105-mn howitzer, 155~mm, &nd 3" snti-tank emmunition.,

These tynas wera restricitsd in Aistribution ané limited in use. (8)

Tasinz VIII Corps wema four Garman Jolkszreasdier dlvisions: the
18th Infantry Division on the forps north, then the 26th, the 3524 and
the 212th on the suuth, In genoral, these units had been regrouped or
rofcrmod Guring October and £111sd with personnel from neval and airforee
units as well =2 with older men snd thoso with minor physical defecta.
Holding the Siszfried Tipo, excent for thet ssction #ich fbllqws the.
ridee of the SOMNIET TLIPET, t&ese divisions were in strong, well-éoqstrucxed,
permznent defensive positions. Proteoted fram the harsh njnter wea&her l
by pillboxes, the troops were in good phyaicél condition; md while not
of the highest, their morale wsa good. (9)

THE SITUATICE OT THFE 105TH INFAITRY DIVISION (Sce Mep C)

In zccondsnce with the plan of First US Amy, the 106tk Division
wes eesigned to VIII Corps; end by Corps order, the 106th Division, with

attachments, was directed to reliave the 24 Division in pleace and to

(7) Personal Knowledge
(8} >ersonal Knowledge
(9) A."'4, pl 3
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assume rosponsibility for the defense of the sector. Attached to the

Nnddatd am 4+La 0OOA mbhuntrac Weddaldow ([P 2amadl o Slaw L4
VLU¥EL AV, VIO WeWvWL lan Sl )BL SBRVHELLVIE (VW 2RO} Ol Wil\e VR vl
At inlvamati Akt YVavwyr (2T Y Nabbatdan Mhna nbkashmanbto marnas stmiYow
Fedlw AU A A whd 4V Hd VL ALGL Y Rivie § DU VR ALLVEGS Addt M WVWOWHWOLIYS MHLO QAlisUGl

day motor merch of 270 miles; relief of the 24 Division began at once,
ene regiment 6l comhat teem nt é time, upd was camploted by 12 Decémbar,
The 105th Division essumed responsibility for the sector at 111900
December. (11) |

After relieﬂng the 22 Division man for men anmd gun for gun in
complienca with Corps onders, the division was df eposed with the l4th
Cavalry Croup on the n.orth {left) and three regiments abreast; 4224
Infatry, 423 Infantry and 424th Infantry on tle south. The 24 Battelion,
4233 Infentry wes in division reserve. (12)

The dlvision sector exteudsd from the vicinity of LOSIEIM across
the IOSHEIM GAP Yo the ridge of the SCENEE EIFEL, thence southward
- astride the Siegfrisd line to the aﬁuthem nose of the ridge.. Here the
| 1ine was achelonsd some 2000 yards to the west of the Siegfried Line
where it continusd south folloring the high ground jJust east of the OUR
. RIVER to the vicinity of GROSSKAMPENHERG, e ground distance of som 27
miles. (13) |

.Fi‘cm the esst two ma jor routes snter the 2oue, both converging on
ST. VITH, the division commend post; one from morth of the SCHNEE EIFEL

down the OUR RIVER VALIEY, the other from touth of the SCENEE EIFEL.

{10) A-7, v. 2
(11) l‘.-'?, pa 2
(12) A~6, Pert I
{13) A-6, Part I



SITUATION OF THE 4230 INFANTAY RECIMENT (See Mep D)

By 111600 Dséaznbar, the 4234 Iafantry less cne ba't;balion hed com~
ploted the relief of the I3th Infantry, 24 Division and aasused responsi- -
bility for tho defense of its sector. Troop B, 18th Cavelry Reconnaissanoce
Squadroﬁ and Compepy T, 331lst Meldicel Batiazllon were attached to the regl-
rent. Company C less one pledoon, B820th Tank Destroyer Battslion, Company
B, Blat Enginser Combat Battslion =nd the $30th Fleld Artillsry Batielion
were in direct suppert. (14)

Holdlng the voutaera half of tie ICHNSE ZIFSL within the divieien
1lines, t_he 2d Bettulion on the rezimental loft and the lst éatr.alion.
bent eround the southern nose of ths ridge, wers in ralatively strong
positiong. Although hoth sides of thz ridze in the lst Dattalion area
wore under enamy observabion, concecalums was good, pillicasa ware
sufficieatly nwesrous to alloy their uso a8 commnd posts dovn to md
including platoons, e observabticn sud fislds of fire were relatiwly
good. {16)

From ke l:t Ratielion right to ths *Jic;nity of BLEILLP the lins
was refussd :J«:):;'.e‘ 300 yards 'to the rear end wost leaviig & diagonal gap
of stout 2090 yerds. Tho fefensive positions then continued ébpt}a}aﬁ"
clong tho high ground just wect of the merrow ALP RIVIR for another 3500
yardy, Sntiteak Company with one platoon of Cannon Compeny snd one rifle
platoon from the 34 Battolion held tha 1‘1ne from BLEIALF {anclusive to the
railway tunnel excluslvs, £11 elemertc Cafeudlng s riflessn. Troop B,
18th Cavalry Squedron, extzsndsd the froabtto the regimatal right boundar'y.
Theso troops ware orgnnized into a provisionsl dbattelion under command
of thz antitenk company commander. Campany €, 820th Tenk Destroysr

Rattalion was in the area of the provisional battalion. (35) Elementis

(X&) A-5, Pert 1
(15; Personel Enszledge
(16) A-6, Part I
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o? Servics Company and Reglmentszl Feadguartere Jompany aare 3in reginental
reserva. {17) To garrisen the six mile front of the regimental sactor,
depth in defensive posltions had been sacrifised.

On the left contect 2as maintnined wlith the 4223 Infantry by patfols
and on the rizht with the 106th Reconnalssance Troop, attsched to the
424th Infentry and occupying CROSSLANGENTELD, by patrols,

¥ire lines existed to ell units down to companies and lateral lines
hed been laid betweeﬁ. regiman*:s. " ¥hile two ehen};els existed botween ths
division &1d r3gimental ccmmand posts, both were in e single cebls; nom
wera slternzte wire lines lail whatween other units, '?eletypewriter ooy -
nication was likewise availablo to division, Radio silence was maintained
srong all units. R=dies h—adlbeen issusd to 811 elaments i{n Englend but
since radio silsnas hnd been impomad continuDuSIy- ns oproriunity bfor proper
c't-;libration or testing hsd baen sviilable except =uech &s c¢culd dbe done
without actusl radio operatisn., {18)

Claaé T and III suppliegz ware norasl and adequate while only e major
shortege of wintesr combet clothing, previously mentioned, @=s present
emong Cless I apd IV items. The avalleble rete of sopply of emmunition
Ter eeaﬁon pei' duy was: 8lmm, 8 rawnds; 105mm {for the howitzers of
Cf.nnon Cempeny), § rounde; 105mm (for ertillsry howitzers), 42 rounéa#

3 inch, 15 rounds. Fith the ezception of &;till.ery emvamition, only
helf of tkic deily availeble supply wes subthorized for use; tha other
hélf remelned under regimentsl control ioaded on unit vehicles kept near
the regimertel emmunition eupply point, OCther types of amunition were
unrastricted in use. The rapld move of the ragiment geroze FRANCE end
into the 1ines hed resulted in unite ent aripg the lines with lers then

basgic losds of or no mortar or artillery smmmition. The 24 Division had

(17) 2-8, p. &
(18) Personal Knowlsdge
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gensrously turaed part of their surplus stocks over %o the 106ih
Divislon on position w¥han relisved; cnd every effort was made at cace
to 7111 all tasic loads of smmunition. Surplus stocks were not author-
1204, (19) A raquest for sntitenk nines .:ns.d-z on 14’3:ecanber brought
the curi moly from the army emmunition suply polnt fha'b 48 howrs
alvance notice was mquireﬁ. (20)

During the pariod 11-15 Decembor the weathar was cold and demp
with temperziures generally renging between 30° end 40°, Snow, aleot
or rain fell intarmittently maintaining from € to 12 inches of snow
oveﬁ the a&res mnd making ronds to the rear oil but impossmdble. Added
to thease difficulties were £lmost dally heavy fogs which remainad in the
valleys until late bin the wmorninz. (21)

on the dey 1t had entered the lincs the reziment wes at nearly full
ziranzgth, Its trolning over & year and a hulf peried hed besn rigarous
enx thorough. Howeveor in the six mopths prior to debarkﬁtion for overssas,
thsbregimént had lost more than fifty percent of its riflsmsn ss ovarsaas
replacemants; itz lest shipmant was mede affer the regiment itszlf had
bean 2lerted for overseas shipment, Thelr wnczncies had been:fillaq with
man from niscellonecous unite, good soldiers but not troined riflemén. In
anites of ths extremoa discomfort of tre cold, datp weather an;:’. inadeguate
winter clothing and the obvinsuily extended Bnd exposed postition, x'aoralé
was high. This was & guiet fector where men could learn rapidly but
safaly. (22) |

OPERATIONR OF THE 423D THFANTRY, 11-15 IECEMEI

The relief of the 38th Infentry on 11 December, although made during
daylight, war covered by a fog a2rd was completed without mishap or con=-

fusion. Every sdventags was immedlately tcken of the cpuortunities

{(18) A-6, Part XX

{20) Porsonal EKnowledg
{21} Personal Knowledge
(22) Personal Enowledge



przsanted to gein meximun experience. Petrolling sas ectivz, albeit
initialiy overly cautious, xiih meximm purbers of of? icers sné men
sarticlpating.- .a:mll unit lenders angd staffs rapidly 'set;..led isito

thair 'jaba end rontine operations rin amoothly. Detailed counterattack
pluzs wware prepared, miner firs fl.“ te cccurred, and harsecing fires rere
frojuently laid down on the enemy lines. Tu ehort, the routines actiﬁties

o® & it in d=2faneg in contaey v &n on enery on the defensiva continued,

Comnenders of all echslons were diraatisfisd alth the defonnive
vositicons =hich they il hesn dered fo oeeupy, s deferce bHzued in pard
on tank support, axtra commurications eqiipuent snd ndditicnel crew-served
ueenoLs , noas af hick tte 1064 THislon hed. {24} Rvery effort rves
mede A0 ohiain autharisy Yo meke Taolimd 2QJustwents wLL s cuosese,
nitrough on W Teaarder &iviaien Ciyecited "thit o liet of ~4ditionel
veapens T iype noces },PI’_»* on "?“n vresent poelvion by subnitied.” {?.fi)

Turlng thie perisd, enemy patrols waere activaj sash night one or
more iufiltrated throwh tho resimentnl Utne. Tmmpegande leaf.‘le\t«.. were
faﬂ.ml teoka® vo tress iz the cenr aress. -Pris:nnea's, h:-s.f-e.ver, inﬁi:&ted
no nex enceiy ualts 2 Yicher hondgusrters ssswed gensrel ly to

activitiesr ne those

V)
[€]

rorael in any suist aeﬂtor. Thaslad s tresked
vohicle roverants wata Taporteld by patrols on t‘zxa nighta of 14 and 13
Docadsr; the cownent recoived fron Torps ooncerning thess reports was
that thie munds henr? wers u*;'“f\_‘ofai?y Tror swny lovduneaker systens.
{26)

T GEFIAY "’IF!’!‘?’%O"F?Z«”"?"‘ PLAY

Bvan ne the Allias wara striving to overcone $he tremendous logisti-

cel praslens facing than during Detober and Novambar, the Gernan Army,

) 4-9, v. 2, Personsl Xnowledge
) V‘rrs -nal Ynoxloades

25) A~-6, 14 DPecemhasr
) Perponal Enowledge
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teking alventepe of the .‘.:empc:z:ry slo:'{cm oOf the illied sdwvunce, pude
he:'cx:icax~-.'afforts; bo build ard $re in nes uaits and 1o e"-ip sad 2upply
thex for o gigeatic offcosive jisnzncd io cut off the British forces oa the
north fron their ﬁw.m.. end ultimesd el,{ to destroy thsa or force & with-

driowal frem the contipent. Io seeomplich this, ihe u.sj::r port ol LWIKETR

strikicg towaed the MIU-L IAVIE beobvween LISOL end JUY, then ériving on

TR LW -

to LTRND. The FLSth roprezer Liwy on the left sus to whesl norikwerd

Y-
Licvnuh

to erocy the Ltz i the vicdnily of LIAUN end pusa on to LdLELT L..,,

preteocudins e Ioft flsnk of the ooin efferl. To Vhe norts, the Yid-

- . . -, - - B b ‘ - & - ... " - - -
teanth oy wer Yo citock torerd LIZCL proiteciing wal escisiiog tae
a3 Lt . ¢ . ke gt o Gg ey : g -r P PR L [ LT Cigreep w b %
maic olfort wace by tue Jixih J0D cennsr sany. To the touth, Yhe 2yventh

Aray of one Jorys sss o 2eks = divereslonssy etbeck ints LUNLNECLUG.  {28)

For taiz cflsneive, 2¢ Givisiuns with upu"'tins alc::r atu, inelwding

L.

¢ U2 Lo used. Irinlung, re-squipiig,
and comeenirshlen in rasesly rrevs werd tesomplished #itu the ugsnet
sevresy; sd fuvoersd Ly grercoob end Yogsy weavhor miick mads LoriEl -

recsrredscenes irpueaitle, complets tuciicel surprise was chielmed. (E *}

=

, intox g;grsui with mourtsry gud Nshelwarfer fre
begnn to Tall rlony the divisicn fremi b'g.tL..Anb st 150530 Lscentor. The
lust sront Geiwnn cornbarcifensi ve bed bagun. {(SC)

The 483¢ Inpfentsy stoff inmediutely elerted gll units. By (800

"M =3

Ine e

]
— e et e
F
4
e 1O d
ted
-
(&)
o
o

11



;‘rroop a 1ath Gevelry 8quadron
(31)

aznunitio__’ au;mly‘pciut' 1'n H&..m'dostrcyed LW

rapidly throush ha half' light. '!!'ha atubbom resiétance‘or ‘bh' ‘ aoznedha}

di asr ani'mc al mma ar Anﬂtank Cmpany, mppor’ead b-y premlannea e:-sn-[

1@*;9' barragas sn&_the ﬂra or Oennon Oozr;:any, brol:n up repented anany
1nfantry attecks tu&‘d md. within the tcm. : (53)

_ multenaonsly, anctha,. engmy grous hﬂd maved up the rauroad on ‘
the r#pimental rinht zmd cuicﬂy px.sbed bahaen Antitank Uompeny and
_frro:‘gp .;_;,,»o« mng orr and deatroyin{: the riszm pletoon of Antitank COmpeny .
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Battelion es e rifle company. The coupeny wss ioeedistely ordsred to
eﬁtme}: ‘ard -move fron GCHONDERS to BLEIALF. Only 70 men were a.vaxlablo.
Bpon é_'mival, tae cgmpany' lweunched an mdapanﬁezit sttack sgainst the
west. ahoulder of the peme tre.t on witk limited succes: bel ufe it wap
stepped. (%6)

7ith this additions) forea ot his aisposal,'the provisionel battalion
commender wus 4 irectsd %o clo ar BLIETALY nna to regsin contact on tho right
'fl'ahk. By noon With the Parces on htmd p‘lus gf fivers and men fron Ragi-f-
mentul I‘iaedqm:'t-ars ‘Co::i;amf; vhor toe regloen tal com:u.ﬁn had schaeguently
mbvai %o BPLNIAYF, s counterattock was leupchsd with the fireb suport of
Company. 8, 830th T2 Dsttulion 2ad the 330%h ¥4 Retiellon which develnped
into a Sitter ‘a'.-.;mse-t!)-n'.\use stivguie. Tus enggy @;radue:tly. c;mrcd
from tha village znd by 1570 ra: driven oub,  Over sevealy p'rison-ara Hare
telen, identifying the eaenyy vssoalt unit as _tl‘;e 2324 Magim ant lr’:’*sﬁ
Volksgrenudiar Division., ({I7)

The ragi:r-.out.z?d.' éomqﬁder hed placed hiy sresutive offiser in 2ommend

of {oe provisionsl bubbelicn alout 1300

"J
-
oo
(34
Iy
w

T

4
“ -
b
o

s reorganizad the
ori,nir &l defeusas with {2 rewsining elements of int tmk ond Cunnon
v:m;f:nim W21d84inz TLETAIF and on:a.l,r B, &lsi = nglneers ﬂxtenﬁ* n3 the line
towsrd ©he rpllresd on the right. Zervice Jampany was held in modile
reserve uorth of BLBIALY. The snemy fug in 590-500 yarda' to the front,
(38)

Attempte 4o vexin payslcal conteet with Tocop B on the right flemk
8nd through it #1tL 424th Tnfandry wera umau.ccessful. Attacksd Quring

the Pirst Sormas rusk, Troap B hed remsined under cordant pressure. By
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noon, finding his unit runsing ﬁ'a:ﬁgqx‘ously los on exxunition sl attacked
rroﬁ the.viciuity of GHD“SiAHGENFELD whﬁ*e the lOGth Reﬁcnnnissunce
Troop heu been, thu ro0p cunaunuaﬂ finally wes ablu o gontaet éhﬁ
regimental comnand post by radio and "oqueutad tu‘toritg to withdrow,
Enowing the aitgation on the right, the rogimountal comandsr granted
$hia roquaSE; Troop E withdrew to WIHTSRSGHEID and orgenized a porimeter
defense. (39 | '

‘fh roughout ﬁha day %ho st end 3 Bat’alicns had been subjeouyd o
époiadic a:tlllary qnd.morter Tire; minor enemy atzacks,'apparantly‘
patrols in force, had hit e 15t Dattalion ropeetedly, During ho
afternoon {iao tonks seperately nosed toward the lst_Battalion Troa the
vicinity of uxiﬂ,a"”?ID, but withdrew when firediupon at close renge;> (40)

. ‘The 590%h Eield Artillery held rendlered unfailihs Suppoft, pertioular-
ly in the BLEILLF area, dospite haavy Corman counterbattury fire and
reau’tin& lcsses inclu&inﬁ one battery commander ané sevaral howitzars,
(41)

S still undar division control, the 2d Battulion had bean.msvrd during
%z afternoam to tha vicinity of SCHOHDEIRG, there tc block the rocis
running'to the ndrtneast end ascuth spd o held this vital roed:ccnter.

(42) By 172G defensss bad been orgonized., Three hours later O‘z’;lerg
frow division were receiveﬁ by the 24 Tultelien to move to the northeest
té'reiieve the laft flapk of the 4224 Infectry aﬁd to p:ote§€ the dig—
plecezznt of the 555th Field Artillery Battelion. 'rfm}mg by Hotor under

blackout condltions $hrough slset ard med via the circuitous route from

{38) A-6, Part II
(40) rersonal Xncwledge
{41) a-s, p. BL
{42) 4-6, 16 Teaember
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SCHONBERG south to RADSCHRID end $hen morth, the 24 Botislica resched
the arasa o the HEItH 'Efiﬂci artiilery Battalioa zhout 170100, (43)

Rt the emd of the first dey tho 423d Infentrr hi? melatainad ite

origiﬁal 'pr-.ss'itim‘;e deenite haavy enemy 3itacks rmd nuwersus cammunicetions:

teilu_ra;. ¥ire 1ines hed been interrupted by enarr artillery cor_caﬁtra-
tib_ns and raéipa hed been unsatisfastory at test. leck of previous cali-
f_brétmn end ed juctment, unfevorabls torrsin end weathsr and ane:ré; jermaing,
hed wade radio contaot fleeting or non-existent at ell oéhélont:. (;4)

Soze eightesn ..hou:jé aftor ths Germm Arry hed leuncrad 14s ettack 14
hed falled to re;ch its obleative Tor that dn;}-—-S’I‘. vIre, las) Divisfﬁp
wae 1nfomed by the ragimentsl cermander, "(I) #{11 hold crésent nosition
until ordeved diffevently.” (46)

THE EIFALTICUOH . (See Mep 0)

Artillary fire bYezan to 811 on RIRIALF agein teeinnines st 170200

tha provisionsl bsttzlion renortad rrmor fellowed hy infortry spproeching

dterspted as was oommunieation with the 4994 Infentry t5 t¥s north. (47)
‘Rafore dew'nttha enony s¥rusk in foree nll alony the frent of the
provisionnl battali_;m overrunning dsfenstve nress =nd gmatfating haﬁeen
Antitenk Compeny 'and Company B, Blst Pngineetrs. By 0620 teny forces,.“had

teken BIEIALY end e lergs forca rapidly moved north toverd SCHONEPRC.
¥ithin two Lours 1t had Joirad enother enemy tnfentry-tenk colusn hich

hed driven south to SONMAZHG after s breakthrouch in the 14th Zavelry

Group sector $o the north. The 4234 end 4224 Infentries wers surTounded.

(¢8

=y

(43} Statement by Captain Oliver B, Pattan, then Plstoon leader, Company
P, B4 January 1950

(44) A-6, Part 1, Personal Knowledge

(45) A-3, p. 117

(46) A-6, 16 Decembder

(47) A-6, 17 Decémber

(48) A6, Part I
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Forced back in disorder tut fighting svery step of the wey ¥ith
‘the fire mppurt of one mlatson of fennon .'ompan?, the n*ovmianpl
bettulion uitharew to the high grnund *uet went ot H'U'{E‘P.‘ Perimental
hesdgusrters end gsfense platoon persom'-el doirad the fight ag=inat
sastbared ammy grdupa a2e ¢hy regimentsl cormand post fought 4o Aisangnge
itself end disn) esa, This Was accomplished and.the eommand post and
f'aarizﬁentel- collegﬂng atat 1on woved to tha vieinity of the 34 Battalion
ocrmend post, {49)

't‘récp B, 18th Cavalry Squsdran end Comnauy B, €13t Tngineer Batisliom
ware novy dafﬁ;itely 1solated haﬁn'g phyrienl esntact neither #1ith anch
other ner to a'lti'.‘nr flsnk. Troon B, agein in radto conteet with reaiment,
wss ordered to 21l back to MOTZIMIME and to 19*57' join tbe reﬂnmt it
rqmed to withdraw ngain. {89} There, rith retm:mts. of the 106th Recon-
neirgznce Troop from the A24th Infmixy'e laﬁ flenk, Troon B vef:intﬁed
until 1% wes rerlirad thet tﬁe reriment could not he dainad,  lateo in
he nfterncon the resinontel conreander enthorized Proop B to withdraw
town:d ST, VITH 1f uns%la to reach the rezimant. Wtﬁ("t‘mw’iﬂ;’ vic SCHINBERG,
the 1e2ding pmtocm broke {nto a ¢olurm of Amsriasn £} ton tmcks moving -
toward ST, VITE only to £1nd +hst ‘he'" were lorded with narmed Oamnns.
Rening down tha lvaft side of '!;?_:e roed toward tha hend of t‘xe aslumn, - ‘
iring at pnﬁtt bisnk range, this nlntoon wee finally aastroyahd'hy enamy
ftan_k's..‘ Rogiment 1.ast_ hrard from Tioop B ag the rm&in{ng alsmants prevared
0 1nﬂsltmte thfnugh tn 87, vITE, (51‘) Oontqct wnn not %6 bo ‘mgainad
with Tonpany B, Slst Faminsers. 2ne nlatoon had baon nverrun and last in
‘Z'r;.e Pirst Gaman_.__iitt'ack but the somnony cantinmed to pgiﬁ ita nozition.

Anathar enemy £sseult in late aftorncon overran a nsamd pledtoon srd

(48) Pa__rno;e.l Riéwlodgo
(50) a~8, 17 December
{81) 4-8, p. 93
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rem#ining elazenss withirew only to be ceptured some two deys later west
of SCHONBERG. (52)

With the regimental right flank driven dback towerd BUCHET and & known
gep of some 8000 yards open to the south, the regimentsl commender begen
organizing a perimater defense. Company C was g_ioved to extend the 1lst
Battalion right to the high grownd just west of BUCHET. The provisional
bettalion was disbanded end the remnents pulled from the line., The gap
left between 1st end 33 Battalions by Company C's move wes filled by the
Anmunition and Pioneer Platoon, cooks helpers, truck drivers and battslion
heédqdﬁrters personnel of the lst Battalion orgenized into a provisional
company. (B3) ' _‘ |

Meanwhile the 24 Battalion in the 4224 Infantry reaz; eree to the
north had been heavily engaged since dswn protecting the displscement of
ths £58%th Field Artillery Battalion from the Cermen drive_touai'd SCHONBERG
from tha north. By 0700 its redio in the division commend net hed been
hit. The battalion hed \dostrayed seven enemy tanks but continuing enemy
tank-infantry attadcks were forcing the batvtalion back. Supported by the
590th Field Artillery Battalion the 24 Battellon begen & &sylight with- |
drawal, (54’

During the morning the 590th Field Artillery Battalion had recelved
orders from the Division Artillery émngnder %0 displaoe to the vieinity
of SORONBERG. Upon learning that SCHONRERG was £illed with Germen emor,
the batt_t;lion ooziinéﬁder , contacting the 24 Battalion comndoi'.uvhoae ‘with-
draval he was supporting, decided to fall back into the SGHNEE EIFEL
positions of the 4234 Infantry with the 24 Battalion. (88)

(Ba) A"'g‘ po 2 .
(83) Personal Knowledge
(54) A-8, p. 84
{58) A-8, p. 89
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By 1100 th; 24 Bettalion and the 590th Field Artillsry Battalionm,
with three Sowitéprs entered the eree of the 4234 Infentry. (856) The
regimental .commander placed the 24 Battalion in posjiion at onoe extend-
ing the perimeter defense some 1500 yards mrthar.t;mrd the northeast
from the vieinity of BUCHET. The S590th moved into positions within the
perimeter ggnmllx west of the 34 Battalion_aonnénd poet. Cannoneers:
who could be spai'ed wers put into the perimeter defense s riflemen.
Infoming the division of the errival of fhess units, the regimentel
coomander ale stated, "Will hold perimeter. Drop emmnition, food and |
medical supplie‘s untu‘route open.” (&67)

Shortly berbm 1500 a messmgs from division was received, five hours
after it hed been sent; "Expect to clear out erea west of you this aftqr-
noca with reinforcements., Withdraw from pressnt position if they decome
untenable. 'Save_ ell tramsportation poeaiplo." Ali in the cm post
felt that Combat Commend R, 9th Armored Division was aure‘iy on the way.
(s8)

Enemy pressuré slackened during the lste sfierncon and by nightfall
the situation of the regiment was not too bad., True, the regiment was -
cut off, but e perimate‘rﬂdefanse had been organized end the regiment had
its three battalions agnhi. Artills ry support wus ayailé‘olg althouéh
the 550th had only 2lightly more than 100 rounds. Patrols were ati‘lvl in
contact with the 4224 Infantry to thé north, still in position although
its north flaﬁk was bent back to the east. Casualties within the regiment
numbered about B850, 150 of which had heen in tha units that had msde up
the proviaional'battalion. Troop B, 18th Cevalry Squedron, Company B,

8lst Engineer Battaliém end the guns of Oompaxiy C, 820th Tank Daatroyer

{66) Stetement by Mejor Cosby, then lat Battalion Executive Officer,
£7 Jeanuery 19%0 . '

(87) A=-8, 17 December

(68) A~6, Part I, Personal) Knowledge
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Battalibn had besn lost. Mortar smmunition was running low, but amall
arma smmunition was on hand. About two thirds of a K retion remeined.
(59) Word hed been received that the requested air drop would be.accm-
plished within tﬁé perimeter the next momming end Combat Commend R, 9t |
Armored Division was thought to be nearing the position. The 4234
Infantry would hold,

THE THIRD DAY -

About 172330 the regimentzl commender hed held a meeting with his
battélion comant};rs during which the situvation snd ccmduot of the de-
Tense hed ’oeen‘ discussed including plans for the prodbeble arrival of the
9th Armored Division. Plans were aelso made to réceive the sup;ilios to
bo dropped next morning. During this meating & radio messaze initlally
sent mome seven );burs earlier was received ordering the 4232 snd 4224
Infantri{es to withdraw to the line of the QUR RIVER evacuating all ve-
hicles enl equipment possible. Relaying the messege to the 422 Infentry,
not then in radio communic stion with division, the two regimantal commsn~
ders sgresd that this message was now obsclste rnd that they would remein
in position ainée subsequent to its Qrigination both had reportad }thoir
situstions and instructions had been received concerning the air drop %o
be made within tlo parimster defense. Howsver, some initiel planning in
evant of a possible future withdrewsl, probebly ﬂa SCHONBERG, was .cam-
pleted although such a withdrawal was now considered unlikely in view of
the rsinfofcameni:s md resupply expected shortly. (60)

Orders were rec.eived by redio about léWSO,’-dated 180218 froum
division, shich stated: "Panzer Rpgimenta;nocmﬁat Tezm on SGHOﬂﬁERG-ST.
VITH road---Mission to destr.oy .by fire from dug in positions mouth of '
SCHONBERG-ST. VITH road. Amrunition, food end wster will be dropped.

When mission accomplished move to area ST. VITH." (61) The two .

(59) Bta tement of l(ajor Cosby, 87 J énuary 1950
(60) A-9, p. S, Personal Knowledge

(61) A-6, 18 December -
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regimentsl commanders sgreed to move out together toward SCHONEERG with
regizents abreast, the 4231 on the left moving along the axis HALTHFRLD-~
OMLASCHEID--SOQONBmc. {Seo Map H) Aftor a map reconnaissence the
regi:man,tal'éomax:mer formulated his plan snd et sbout 0800 issued tha
regiment;ai order;ftdmiié b:_st'talion commenders 6nd staff, The regiment

tl

A YN - o e an & - a

was to movs oub at 1000 in column of beitalions: 24, 3d, regimental,
via HALENFELD-~0BERLASCHE ID~ I"DSumm-m.mam
CUTOFF~~-SCHONBERG. The 2d Battalion was to be the advmce gua;;d, the
1st Battalion was to furnish the rear guard. Both the lat and 3d
Battalions were to leave covering forces in their battalion sedtorys.

The 590th Field irtinery Battalion was to move by bounds within the
column. All kitchens,‘ baggége ard supplies which could not be carrisd
vere to be Qestroyed and abandoned; and thoss command and communication
vehicles and wsaﬁcns carriefs on position were to acccmpany the eolumun.
Non-—transportablé casualtios wera to be laft at the roegimentel collecting
station éith some medical persénnel. (62)

The 24 Battalion crossed the initisl point at 181000. Klawents of
the 4224 Infentry ccu'ld ba seen to0 the north nbout 1200 moving west as
plenned. As the 2d Battalion moved on. through RADSCHEID ond approsched

the BLETALP~HADSTHELD med, knowm as Skylino Drive, about 1200, it on-

| countared hoavy 1:'11’13, mortexr and artillery firs from the'la,ﬁ; front. 1ts
leading coz'ﬁpany w‘as- agéreasiveiy'angeged and attempted to push the onemy
towerd the mouth to clear ths route of march. Heavy mortasr fire pinned
this company down and the next company r.'a::f“co:mittad on its right.
Supported by the battalion hesvy weapons compan};"snd th‘e firs from ons
howitzer of the SQOth 8%i11 in position, the battal:lon pushad ﬁm _onamy

noms 800 yards to the southwest whare 1t was stopped. (63) The almost

‘{68) Teraonal Enowledge
(63) Statement by Captein Oliver B. Patton, then Platoon Leeder,
- Company ¥, 24 Jenuary 1950; Personel Knowledge
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impossible radio cqntaét and t?ie»'need to coneerve ertillery emmunition
rendered further artillery support impOssiiﬂa. (64)

Ao the 2:'. Baftali.on wo8 apﬁroéching Skyline Irive a radlo messsge ‘
from division’eanca'llled previous instructions end ordered the 4234 and 4224
Infentries to aeiie SCHONETRC, then to move west to &7, VITH., ¥ith this
in mind, &5 the 24 Battol lon pushed the enemf south the regimentsl commen~
der ordsred the 3d Bsttslion, then 1nIOBKRL‘ASSHEI‘D,- to move to the righs
~of the 24 Battelion and to cut the BLEIALF-SCHONBERGC rosd. {63) “Taking.
the right fork west cut of -OBERLASCHEID the 34 Battalion moved out, |
quickly orossed Skyline Drive and pushed eeross IHRRY CREEK into BELOIUM,
As the bsttalion crossed RIDOR 538 its leading compeny wae helted by
heavy smell eris vland 40ma entiairersft artillery fire from the vicinity
of BCHEONBERG. The battalien commendsr ce.aioi:ly moved B second company on
line and with the nubporﬁing ﬁfea of its heevy weapons company the hat-
talion sttacked, s5till under heavy dirsct fire from entieireraft gune,
and gradually moved forward until the liert flenk company was sstride thae
BLEIALI'-SCHONBERG road, Fere the battelion dug in 800 yaﬂs from the
outskix.-ts of SCHONBFRG. Since noon the bsttalien bed been out of redio
contect with regzinent and meesengers sent to the rear falled to reach the
ﬁghentﬂ conmend post, Lete in the afternocon, patrols sent to the
right to galin sontaat with the 4224 Infm‘try were unsuceessful. (68)

As the 3d Beitalion cleered oamuscsmn about 1300 the razimentol
cormend poat.uas astablished there. Thte 1lst Ba'a‘t;'lion, x¢ith the hend
ol ite column.in HATENFFLD 2nd helted by the =2otion of the 24 Batialion
near RADSCH]_ZID, moved off the road. As the cof:ém‘in{; faroess laft at ths
original positions drifted in, a hasty defense was organized by tle roer
cm'm.:fpxﬁoct'tb' regimgntai reax. I.earning that the enemy fmoing

the 24 Battelion was being rapidly reinforced by enemy troops from the
| ' : :

(64)] Personal Knowledge
(68) A-9, p. 3 ‘ o
(68) A-6, 17 December; Personsl Xnowledge
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yieinity of W, the rogimentsl cormander at atout -16Q0 ordored the
lst 'Battanon to attack toward the southwost on the 24 Battelion's left
to assist that battelion end to eut off the flow of reinfcrccmnta from
.BL.:IALF. Moving rapidly, the lst Battal" on, less one compeny S8 Tear
(;uard ﬂoployed along HILL 546 just zouth of OBERLASCHEILD. Supported
by its heavy weapons c,ompnny, the battelion launched i%s attack ot dusk,
about 1700, in what éznounted to a night attack over unfmilier territory,
down into DURSN ORSFE DRAY eud up the lomer alopsc of the ridge extending
south from Rmsmm'against a not heavily reinforced enemy. Against
divect fire from Gemman 88z, ons of which was teaken, and heavy eutomatic
-weapons md martar £ire the battelion drove some 1200 yards. msorgantzbd.
nearly out of emmunition, and with about 70 casu=lties, the battslipn |
pulled back to HILL 546 by 2200, (67)

Snortly after darkness tha regimentsl command post was movad just
north of HILL 375 to a housa which hed originally hezn the command post
of the BUOTH Fiéld Artillery Bettelion. The regimentsl exeoutive officer
ra;nained in direct commznd of the 1lst and 24 Eﬁﬁaliona then ptill engaged.
The regimentsl commender sent patrols out to lecets the 24 Battslion and
1o contact the 4§2@ Infeatry, &nd a motor patrol north along Skyline
Drive .to contactxany ezxémy in thet dirasction., The 34 Battaiion ¥ss oon-
tacted and wire oan;;:unication asteblished; no contact could be made with
the 4224 Infaﬁtry_; end the motor patrol aent_‘ to 'the north was hg'f_.!ly shot
up in 4he darknes‘s bty 82 enemy ro=dblock some FO00 '}ards from the ‘-ccm‘t‘\na
post on Skyline Urive. (€8) Contact wes a_éain mede with dviviaion‘g
shoTtly arter £100, the first since edout 1600, tarough considersble
intafar;nce md the .,.rvegimanﬁ wes informed that "supplies for you janﬁ-'#lﬁzd
to be dropped at lzbend of _road one half mile south of SCHQﬁBEBG:pn 19.

Decembsr. You will advise 4224.". (69) About 182230 Aivision wes inforied

67) Personel ‘Knowledge
68) Paraonal Knowledge
(69) A~8, 18 Deoember

82


http:Agnin.et

‘ 2 ‘ y

eptumtad otiuation s aavrotiens

b - |

s 84 isﬁmi@n, nmm ot pons Mpm
188 Battalion, wus wi , rosh

SRRt
LS,




aoomina

G o b i, 200 o sl o




T
Tkt

3

%fysg.a

A




attack would bave to e mado without ’ﬁrtlnei‘y suppery, Comssny IInd
haop deoi#teé, six of its oizghé officers killed o wounied, $he company
commender killed, Coupsuy ¥ commander was killed, Cosusliles continued
to osens fn wll wmits; veniclas fa IEREY VALLLY Fore deatroyas. (76}

With the sasuy ropldly closing iu fo the resmy, the vegimeut could
oﬁl: drive forwerd, Ail remsining vehlelos were orﬁeroﬁ deatroyed, The
vegimentel commsndor pushed tho ottnsk and &n spils of the interfercnce
frem eneny evéillury Tire, the 54 Budtellicn juspad off in good ordor at
1000, 7The betzalion 2ft quickly rou into bezyy girsor Tite Trom emuy
sntiairorefs mrtillcry asd was stoppeds 4a dmerican tenk omea up tle
roud frem SCHOARRG, Plred ob ths attaoking pletoous tnd then withérex,
Ab thiy time the left compery, sloug the BLITALF-SOHONBIRG road, da-
oure Purther ougoged widh sn cotinctsd Goursen rifle compmny aosving t"lzcm
tue south towards SCHOHINEG, Sounbersitusking to $aw soubh with part
of the aasuslt plstoons the cwupany cmaw drove tae sacsy bsdl Hutb
beqnma #ﬁpﬁr&tea s'waz the betétnlion, was a‘ttaoked s8gain and by 13%0 hud
baga captured. The baitalion ou.ﬁtinum to puzh forwsrd. PBoth reasinlag
rifle companive ¥aached the svulhorn cutukirsd of STUGEIRI a}ie;‘a s‘uey
were shbogped by i:utgaa dirast aitiaﬁ-ar 3 artillery fire. By 1500 the
mhta'lian Coamiond oF bugen pulling the rémnsals Back up the alope of UILL
804, (29}

The ist Ent#ni&ﬂh &&dga-nttle tg the attsek from the beglanivg.
Beosuss the Mtéd&.i&n gomend s bud bdken ases of his atnst wttu hi-a
0 receive the rogloental érdar, valunble tizs wae lost whils 4he exeous
Yye officer leerast of the betbelien commendor’s wound, posumpd ecaviand,
asd was yopidly given bhe essenbiule of tﬁiu eiteck order. Troperly sende

ing hiv otef'd forsurd for ssch ressnnglasulce knd cyordination ss was -

981 Porsonal Knowiedgs —
(79} Peroonsl Hnowledgs
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he new beottolion commender wéas sble to lend the batialion
ascroas the line of dapsrture only five minutes lute, Already less one
rifle'company logt at CRFNLASCHEID and the hemvy weapons‘cémpany lost
along Skyline Drive thet moruning, snother rirlewccmpuny wss pulled out
of the battalion en 1t moved toward the line of depcriute to become the
reglmentel reer puerd. Tho 1st Esttelian, iu reslity nox Conpany B

and parti of'Battalion Haédquertsrs Cempeny, pushed through the tetvy
weols along the ecsterr gclope of FILL 504 under constent merisr cmd
ertillory fire, fineily recching the rosd runsning uorth from éCH&HEEEG..
Here Ccmpany B remeined under céﬁsbcnt fire, until enexy tenks cverran
their positicn. By 1400 the 13t Bettclion hed beeu eliminated.

The 24 Bettelion, on the regirentel right, crossed the 1line of
depurture ¢s ordered; but ce its adveanve progressed it tecsme sepersted
from the lst Pattelion by ¢ deeyp, rugsed, wooded d;aw. Tneble te
contect the regimentsl comzender, the Lsttalién comrender dezided to
ettzck SCFCRELE frem the nertheest. As the lemiing eleoments moved
down into LINNE CREEK LRAY they ctme under hesvy smell errms fire from
the right. Centect hed finelly bveen mede with elemsnis of the 4228
Infantry. VThile thie error wes quickly correcsted by emggressive action
on the psrt of srall unit lzeders, both unlts were tempeorarily Zdicorgen-
ized. Ccordineting with the elexents of the 4234 ;ressnt, cne battaiion
plué miscellanscus elements unﬁer.COM:snd of the rsgimentﬁl sommenfer,
_petrole were sont cut to the morth znd northesst, By mid aftarnb;n 1%
wag known that 1500 yerds to the aortheast 20 encmy teaks were fomming,
eoparently prevzratory to attzeklng; thstiin the TUR VILLEY there waé
& ptrong enery armorcd fores ts the frent; and that'enemy artillery

cculd e seen going irntc peaition west of the CUR RIVIE. (78)

(78) Personal Knowledge
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In tte meantime the 422d Infentry ccmaend post, now on FIIL 304
with the 3d Datialion, hed nlso made centact with the 4223 Infentry by
patrol: %ith ocs buiielion eliminsted and one cut of his'control, with
haayy énemy simered forces and ertillery formirg, his remeining elaments
rexed by srtillery, mortar'énd eutomttic weapons, &nd with casunltiaes
inercaving ma unaidei, no food andé only 8-10 rounde of M-l smrunition
per riflemén remeising, the.rezimontsl comrender dscided that "it was
éppareni that furthor rosistrnce wm2s o usciess sacrifice of 1ife.n
Smsll groups were selected snd sent ocut in saversl directionn to
ettecpt Lafiltraticn througr o 37, VI, fe=w esc&pad.‘ (79} At this-
time, with en Sy urRoT neving towsrd his northern flapk the Tazimentel

cotmandor of the 4822 Tnfanstry hed indzponiently renched a similar

At 1816320 Lecgxmber the rencloing elements of the 4274 Infmtry
were surrenisred. [80)

.-

ithin ths ochort neyiod of four dasys tha 4232 Infantry hed besn
ergnged with the enary ic e Zefsnte, & countsratisck, 2 withdrawal, s
meeting engegezent snd an stteck. While it 1s not krown how meny

Gerniunt were killsd cor zounded during this pericd, lerce numbers vitally
nseded in the b2itle for the criticel 77, VITH rond certer were deflected
from this main Cermar ohjective ané deleyed as tﬁey conteined the surrdund-

ad regimonts at s time when the Germens cculdd 111 afford to delay.

ANALYSIS AMT CRITICISM

1. TEE BATTLE DOSTTION

The dofensive positiona ozrupnisd by the 4231 Infanirty had been
pravlously -orzanized hy another uni$ and vers %eken over without changs,

Few of ths companiz2s hnd suoio>t platoons; nelthar of the front linae

{79) A~9, p. 8
(80) Personal Knowledge
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battalions had a reserve compeny =nd the regimental rsserve was mcager
snd composed of troops mot primarily7riflemen. &ith such sériously
reduced reserves and e rather wide frontage for & regiment less one

bettslion, the defense was cordoun and, of course, completely lacked
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Gepth. In reality, the positions of the lot =ud 33 Bettelions w
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naltu'rsl defonslve atrancth of thelr srass Tha honvv wooads covaring tha
RALUTL delenglve gifength ol elr elaas. iR henvy [wooes Covell tDe

SCUNAE RUIFEL, howsver, had rsquircd maximum use of uanits in front iine
poclitons, South und wast of the lst Battallon mzb a £000 yard gap to
BLNIALF. For anothsr 3500 yurde, the lino was held by unlw neittier
trained nor equipped to hold a popition sgainst a desermined etback.
Yot it -.vz,@' thic area through wliich the dbest reed ot emtered the regi-
mantoel sector., During the'winter onthe, mit_h accbmpanying aaverse
weat r, the roed net cstumed increasing impér‘c&m:-;; but these appromcles
were thie moot lightly lLeld. The Gormens appurently wore Tamilisr with
the orgenizatlon of the'defense for they properly celectod ihe weakest
gactor for thair initiel penstration. | |

The cowbinetion of the weskest unit holding the least desiveble
defontive position, which controlled en imp;oftant venug of a;:pr@&ch,
could rave resulted only in success fcr' the enemy's attack. The lack
of ressrvee to eliminate such & wobsble ‘pezwtration ¢ould heve resulisd

only in & complete cnemy breakthrough.

2, COWUNICAYIGHNS

T‘:lr&.:ghout the perled, ::_o:::mnications %ere orratic or non-existent,
Wire 1i',‘95, teken uvver intact Zuring tha relief, were in si'ngle cables
end sltsrnate lines ked ngt bean instzlled. ileavy cnemy urdilliery flre

-and later ensmy tenk movement in the rear sreas resulted in frequantly
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cut lines. %eethér conditions, §dvereé torraln end snery lamming mede
radic contacs infregquont and unreliaﬁle. Rndlc operators nﬁt fully
experienced in comtet comrmunications vrodlerms wefg eften unedbls $o
breax through interfesrenmce thet mizht otherwice heve besn overccme. The
radio silence imposed frem the time redios hed tesr issued unfii ah
eunsrsency reguired thelr use 2lloved no previous testing end resulted in
par.eps one third of the redios veing unsbls to enter assipmed naté.
At & conseq&ence, ertiliery fire as well az that of §ther supnorting
werpuns wes ofton delemyed st criticnl time. _Co?mend control was also
interrunted. Troep B, 18%h Cnvalry 3-undron src' Comnany B, Olst Fngl-
necra qould heve bocn erploved nmore affectively an 16-17 tnéembei ir
-radio eontact hsd been cantinuous._ Gontaét with the 34 Eattélion on

N3 aftsrasom of 12 Decxaher might well hava snesded concentration‘of
tha rezlacut., Contsct #ith the 4254 Infantry during 19-19 Decemher
7ould hava made possilble a coordinnted effort againat SCHMBRG. Cone
tact wlth Zoapsay A su 19 Tecamhar would have warned the regiment of

the nondins German attack éhat overran the 580th Fiald Artillery. Care~
ful stuaff ocupsrvision of coamiurnicetions during veriods of planuing end
during'lafar perisls ¢f gxecuticn would have cvé;éome mont'or thess
sericus omissioné.by scouring thot alterhets meﬁho&s of ccnnunicetibq

vere sveileble end thet primery meens wers oparative,

3, SUPRLY ¢ND TVACULTION

The_supply shorteges affecting the regiﬁentAbéfcra the Germen offen-
sive, were relatively ninor at that time. Because of 1%2 racent arrival
in the linas, trench fool wne not é[nroblez within the resiment in snite
ot thé'shortﬁga of wianter combat clothing. The eveilehle supplf rate
for emrunition estadrlisved by First srmy was sufficient.for n quiet

Bactor, especislly es smmunition was btedly needed by troops attacking
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eleswhara, Tt would he providpgt to authdriﬂn,troopa in defanss 1n an
exponad position =ith only woak'resefvaa to have on poaition ammunitién
over-and ghovs basic loads. It is to Se ézpseted that the enemy will
cgt supnly rauias if possibhla. Txpenditurs miont st111 B¢ rontrolland
exzent in emergencies. The basié lozds certainly should hovs bsan
aveiledle to tha gun positions; the shelling of the Service Comveny
area caused seriocus losses of tedly needsd nmmunition.A Retions were
lnst drewxn on 14 Decenber., Tan rrtions of thre Eor D type ?ers'requirad
ts be on hrad. Tittle conld kow besn done Yy the recirmsntsl cormernier
oy hism #taff to rémedy his subsequent shortege, Similarly the extreme-
1y eriticsl shortegs of ﬁcaiesl suspllﬁs by 1¢ Tseerber cculd ot ba
corrected, Fvecustion of wounded einrly was not pussitle. Those who
could mot welk could only be left with smedlcel personnel o saeh 21d
etetion wes displreed. If the planned 2iy resupnly drors bhed %esn eccom-
'plished on eitter 13 or 19 December the ultimete outcome weoulé certeinly
heve bacn delsryed. Nezsonebly continuous resupply would have mairteined

the Pfighilne

2

trenpgth of the‘regimout et & higher lavel. In spite of
the dif'ficult woétheﬁ éné leter disbovereé heavy enemy anﬁiqir rzft
defenres nesr SCUMMNDIRG, it cerms thet g caleuleted risk nisht well be
taken %o resupply'a eurrounded foree of 4w 1nfnntry‘régimcnts and ons
£ield ertillery bettelion,

4, COCRDIMWATION

Inauf?icient‘attcntion ves pald to the codrdination of plens and-
act fons Fmong écﬁgan&ers generslly. fThe initiel ettack of Compeny B,
dlet Toglneers apninet the west shoulder of the enemy wenetretion in
BIET!JF'wea ééde withaut codrdination vith the nrovisional battslion
commander end @wre only vertislly succosaful. In contraét, howaver,

cooréination between the 590th Field Artillery and all elements of the
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regiment %3 superior in epite of commmunications difficulties snd
resulted in each cess in the infantry telng greutly assisteé.' Yest
ﬁnpoitant 8nd most neglacted wés the steff coordination necessery fov
the simuljsneous asseult of the tio Tegiuenis on SGIUNBAC. L5 a reault

regiments was lost Quring the criticsl pericd of

Blrr cAderir am e AT N, e A tha sl et dendls Nimciiim o mamias a8 ad e
vl GUVGLCT O vwaviibilva) G w08 4184 GrealX g & SCIIFE CL DIECH=
ma attoalta hy anmcll mite rathar Lrusn s pasrdinetes onttanle +f o
L e Y R A A 2L L) dlad S e e B de WA & Ol Vid g L RYL=2ey -t A W gl VL B bl VAR WY VU GNP W & W
ragiman ts. T™Tha teo ragimental st=fi's should ¥ 9 mada avary affard tn
Teflinsn s, 48 taEQ regaments. STl 13 SloUld fave maag avery es.al'y, B0

inciude continucus personal liaison and 1o maintain tue clossat pascitle
‘coordination.
5, SICURITY

Prior to the Cermen attack and during the followins days.seawrlty
%as woll handled at all ecaslons. Tie actions o advunce %nd rear
guards wore aggressive and rapid., The ojzaratviscas of the cevariaz forces
left by tha 1lst and 34 Batsalions on fthe originsl positions were proparly
exacuted. Twlcs, mors sggressive sscurity measuraé migiht huva bLean
profitable., Few efforts were mede To regainm contact with Jowmpany A
south of OBERLASCGHEID early 19 Decawber, While 1t was net intended
th&t.Company A femain in posit;on longer than #ss neceszary to covar the
withdrewel, it scems logioel to sssume tiast if notning had bses sesn cor
vheard fruﬁ Campﬁny A within a ressonable time thet something had haerned
and thet en effort should ba made to_rséstablish corbvact. The lackx of
security eldments suffiéiently far to the fear the morning of 1% December
exposed the regiment to surprise, direct fire &and its roauiting casuel-
tiss.‘ Lsck of sscurity on the left flwk of the vregiment cn 12 Tezenmher
elioved en enemy compuiy to launch en attack sguinst the lelt cgnpany of

the 34 Batielion eventuelly elininsting it.
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6. NOM-RIFLE UNITS IM DEFENSE

Iatitenk Campan&,_oﬁe platoon of (tnnon Company end Troop L,
18th Ca&alry squadron were on the main iina of reslstance of the 434
lnfaﬁtz'y as xjifle unitz, each rasponaidbls for the éustaimd defence of
en aseslgned zone. It was, uAi‘ couree, this secticn of tlie Tront gelected

by the Germens to meks their iniilal penetlrvation. Theze non-rifle units

leck the treining i eguipment to malatein s sustained dafense. Althou@
trained in neceswary supporting »oles, Lhey mmy be uced effectively aa

-

riflemea focr short periods in emergenciecs 1% 1s feld, therelorz, that
mn crtended front might bettur ba defeunCed by orgtniving strong points
apported by moblle reserves., If cupporting unit'zs st be used in other
than tieir primery role, they :niéht well be used ss perbt of the recerve.
In this operstioﬁ, their part in e:l corcon Gafense against en aggressive
ettock resulted in such leosses thet thoir ‘urtuer use in theif' nasic
1niseions was considerably curgailsd.

7. FAILURE TC KEU2 UTLFT CFTFICERE LIVFURMED

Upon belnz ordered {o the regimental cowscnd post on 19 Decanber to

racelve the regimenwal attack order, tke Bettalion commender, lst Buttalion,

failsd Lo tske & member of !

foys

his s¥677 with him. The hesvy ertillesy fire
walen mortally wounded hin wau completoly unexpectied; therefora, ths

battalloa cermmwinder't less With tho sitendant sonfusion end loot time

Cf

resulted In the 1st Datialion croscing the line of ‘ciopal'tlu'é, almo st on
time tut with its eompany conmeﬁders only pertizally oriented with the
tercst information, units dn..ortzani 6 and conf'\med,coordrinat‘ibn with
adjecent units hesiy and Inconplete and control skatehy. Had a membey
ol-the itelf weconmpinied the buttulion cormonder i is feit that {the
new 'hnttul lon commanﬁor w@ld ther rave 1~oceivved the etbteck order in

surfleiant time to fomulato his vlan, 1ssue bis crder, verify coantscl

vme&sure‘)a, and properly supsrvise the activities of his companies.
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Lma_ous | A C\‘V";)”ﬁ“ 1y

1. &. In defenss of en ertcndea front, crtmg wus t\/'v
'evze'rci‘sed in the se;cctién of positions and of um}o*‘enh lt\lose

Poéltions.’ L o -A-@ ‘vm?

i b. Bver}' offort mus &bcﬁmdc;)to bm%*‘\lafﬁ.; et:‘fﬁsf‘f)/ve
resefve, 'especially when the \pos tlonacams'a"f'{e ?:g)crere;‘ :;;epagl&’ b}
defenaiva firas. ‘

2. Conét?_‘gf comr axfxfsjga"f suaervlrifq of cor"v*‘\'?:f’"ei"\*\‘; is

W
V PO D Q
required at all times under alf?gh tions. )“"“"“-"’Wa

S OiicmA@nti au;ply 5929%‘_')’.&5 M\,})%mm,ly
% ulwglwgm@ tp"[‘l"l‘t Epe ix1 co-nb 't situgt fons,
, g

4. Coordinaticn between ad;acent@:ita I

im.zo'
L.MO

5. Security slements asust be far mowﬁ fr o b 2y to ®wa2rn
it of enumy zelivity in sufficlent time for countermessures to he tekem,

Ce Units trained ip euppcrting roles sheuld not be used as rifle
uniis except in emergencies and then only fcr limited peric,..

7. Commanders must ssgure themselves that in the svent trey hecome
casualties their curreut informetion, plans erd orlers ere 1:1'.méiately

availeble to their successors.



