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THE OPEflhTI(»(S OF 'mE 423n nlFRlTfff (106m IN7J..Nl'RY 
DIVISION) IN tJ'HE VICINITY OF SCHONBERG tuRING 'mE 

BATTLE OF TBE AP.D~t 16-19 D3CElS~R 1944 
(ARDENNES-ALSA OE CAlI?AIGN) 

(PGraonal ~er1enoe of a Ba.ttal1on Opereti ons Office?) 

O?I~rrATI ON 

nfTIiOOOC'l'I ON 

across rFMfCE and were Bsnorally poised ,'\lor..g tho we~tern frontier.ot 

Germany. {5ee Map l} Tho rapidity of' tm edvtiIloe ecrozs FR/-NC'l nne· 

tbe l;'esul t1ng extended 'hont, pr()Hsot'1 to tIl'! 11::11to of logistical 

8Up;iOrt, hed ~u1ekly red.uoed v;& impetus of edvence. A$ tho l)=o'blem 

end tile trent to~po!""..I.l"l1y r.tebilizecl. (1) 

Checm d as they wo:-a flt the fixed defenses along the German 

front1o:r~ the tlount1ng of c full f:cale 8:)sault oecf'lte necos!i-Ilry anu 

tOllsrd this end momentous efforte were direoted. However, Allted 

conmenders, determined to mf'lintfl1n the initist1ve end to co~.tinUG the 

drt ve in to Cammy at tb.e earlie£t o?portuni ty J lauilch£ld 8. s.:sriett of 

limited tvbtt'\oka pr.el1rd..:n.l:7'Y' to Opt;:lo(Jt ions ','/hich 'ROTe to il:!!8!l the finnl 

doatruotlonof all'Oe~an r ore03 llest of the 'RUmE HlVER. 'Hh11e main... 

taining e releutl.sp. pres~ur8 on ~e e~~, su~ply difficulties hnd to 

be Bolved, regroupin(l: hod to be 6cccm'Plis~ed end unit£; bl3d to be 

refitted. (2) 

In mid October, it was decided by the SUpreme Comll1~er that be-

tram the vioinity of AACHEN while the Third tTS J~ .struck at the 

(l) 
(2) 
(3) 

1'...1, p. 66 
f.-2, p. 823 
~-ll~ p. 269 
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b.olcUns a tront ot aore than 500 Dlilo8, it was D9Cess81'7 to concentTa~e 

available forces, reduoing to a m1n1mwl thOlJe torces b.olcS1ng relatively 

etat1c positions. The largest of these aectore wOS tha l>ortion ot the 

FIrst US Army line stretching through the' ARDENNES regton trOll NONSOHAU 

to TRIER, a d1stenceot some 75 miles held by VIII Carps. (4) 

THE GENERAL SITUATICN 

On 6 December 1944, the First US Almy lasu ed ordera forth. con­

tlnuation ot itD offensive to seize the TIOER RIVER dell'lS, the possesaion 

of WhlOh wae eSAent1al before the attaok could plOtltebly continue 

to'tl8.%'d CO~OGNE. (See ),lap A) VIII Corps. on the army Douth flank, was 

"to oontinue on its previous mir,sion ot conducting aggressive defense 

wi thin tb3 ,Corps zone and be prep£lred to ndvar.oe to COBLENZ on army order 

when the Main attack had progresfled wffic1ently to lescen resistance on 

its Corps tront". The newly aITived l06th InfEUltry Division was to 

relieve the 2d Infftntry Division on the VIII Corps front thus releasing 

1t to V Corps, to the north, to nss is t in thCl army ettack. (5) 

Frail north to south. the VIII Corps tront on 12 December was held 

by the lo6th Infantry Division, 28th Infantr/ Division. 9th Armored 

Division less Oombat COImllrand B end Combat CcamlOM R and the 4th 'Infantry 

Divieion•. Corps reserve wa S oomposed of Combat Command R, 9th Allnored 

Division. and tour engineer combat battalions. (See Map B) (6) 

The ARDENNES regIon. through which the VIII Corps tront extended 

was characterized by rugged, difficult terrain. High plateaus tnter­

seated by many aeeply cut valley e eni1 covered by numero~ bee vUy 

wooded areas incraased the cUfrlcultles of lsrge eeale tactical movements 

(4) A-2, p. 338 
(~) 1\-3, p. ea 
{Sf A-4, p. 6 
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'lihUe a restrioted roed net made both $UP?l.y tor detenders' end 8%38 

of: advanoe tor: attaokers a major pl'Oolem. 1Wo vital. road junctions 

controlled the road nets necessary for lerso scale opet-ations in the 

area: ST VITIl in the nOT'them. portion of the Corps sector •. BASl'OONE 

to the south. Snow, sloet and 1'31n be.d ~daed to the problelM of tlI81n­

taming the nert"Olt 1'0 Me snd made cr088 cowttry m.ovement through the area 

all but impossible. (7) 

SU~plles ot all olasses we~e ~~~rallJ adequate by aid Deoe~bor with 

several notab10 exceptions. ?linter combat olothing 11'89 Sllozo't or 110n-9%18­

t!3nt and badly naado~. .w.::!u.nltion 1'10S 010&)1,. controlled, p::lrtio"Jhrly 

Sl-mm. mortsr. lC5-:ntl ho..! tzar, l55-mm, end 3" 8llti-tank ammunition. 

Thas! tynon wel'C :-efltrlcted in distribution and l1n:tited in U38. (9) 

Faoin.:: VIII Co:::-po Yle::oe four ('~r::nan Yolks:::ranadhr <11vi slotHI: the 

18th Inf'e.ntr:r D!.vieion on the Corya nl)rth, then the 26th. the 352de.nd 

t~ 2l2th on the south. In Ben crDl, these unit s bad boon regrouped or 

retcrmoo curing October ~nd filled with p3l'HOnnel tron; n~'lal and airfaros 

units a~ well ~s with older men ~nd tho~o wi th. minor phyatcal defecta. 

Holding t'::te!1t~,r.tr1o(1 !.1na, er:J99t tOI' thet section mien tollows the, 

rid~.} of the ~:C:n-12'! r.n~! .• these diVisions were in strong, well-conDtru(J..ted~ 

penl~nent defen!11ve posit1ons. Protected fran the harsh muter weather 

by ;,11lhoxcs. the troops were 1n good physical condition; nnd while not 

of the h1~a5t, their morale 1>'.98 good. (9) 

!n acccrde.nol3 with the plDn of First US' Army. tbe l06th Division 

wee eeaigned to VIII Corps; end by Corps ordel" , the lOoth D1v1aion, with 

attachmenta, was direoted to relieve the 2d Division in pIece sud to 

(7 ) Personel K'.l\oyledge 
UJ) ~'crGon.')J. KllOl11ed~ 
(9) A-4, p. 3 
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8S0UJ!18 %'08ponsibility for the defense of the 6ector. Attaehed to tile 

d1-,1 aioll. iiarti the 14~ Cavulrl CroUp ot' two squadrons aud one art111eq 

bettalion, the S20th Tank Destroyer Battelion. (3" J to'lfllEjd) and thu 6Mtb 

}e.£~tla1rcr8tt ..~rt111Grl (t~r!) Batta11on. '!be attaohmonts ware s1ml1nr 

to those of the 2d Division with ~~e exception ot' the talk b~tta11on 

attaohed to the lettel". ().O) 

The l06th D1"laion arrived at ST. vrm on 10 .Decemher atter n two 

day'motor llllil'oh of' 2'70 Jniles; roliot of ine 2d DiviBion began at onee, 

one regimeJt ~ll combat teem. at a time, end well ccmploted by 12 Deoember. 

The lOGth Division assumed 1"espon8ib111ty tar 121e seotor at 111900 

December. (11) 

AftAr reliev1ng the 2d Di\"ibion mAll tor tlDn en!! gun tor gun in 

compliance vith Corps ol'ders. tho division was di eposod with the 14th 

Cavalry Group on the north {left} And three reginents abreast; 422d 
,. 

Intmtr,y. 423 Infantry end 424tb. Infantry on tIe south 0 'rhe 2d Battalion. 

423d Inf'mtry was in dtvi&ion ra~ervt1. (12) 

The divis ion se¢tor extent!ed trom the v101nlty ot LOSSEIIl across. 

the LOSHElM CAP to the ridge ot the Sca:tm EIJ.!'EL, thence a,uth1f81"d 

. 8atr1de the S1egtrled Uno to the eouthern nona of the ridge. Hare ··the 

lino lIP-S echeloned Dorne 8000 yarde to the ".fest ~ the S1eg:tr~8d Lim 

woore it continued south tol1cw IDf, tho high ground just 81m d the OUR 

RIVER to the vicinity ot OROSSK.~.MPENBEROJ e ground dbtnnco of 8az& 27 

miles. (13) 

Frozn tbe east t~ ma jar routes enter th e zone, 'both convergina on 

ST. VIm, the division cotml\end postj one from north of' tM ScmtEE EInl. 

down the OUR RIVEn VIJ.;I:E'!, the other trom couth of tM ~CENER EIJI'EL. 

(10) 1:.-7, p. 2 
(11) 1.-7. p. 2 
(12)
(13)" 

A-S, Part I 
A-G, Part I 
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By 111600 DscembGr, the 423<1 Infantry less one be ttalion had CaD.­

plated the relief of ~e :!ath Infantry. 2d Dlvbion and 88SUIJI8d respellsi:" 

bllity.:for tho defense of ita '6CtOI". Troop B, 18th Cavalry Reconnsi88821oe 

Sq,uadron and CQJ1p1.!DY !.i. :!:31st Medical Bat.talion were att.ached to the .ragl­

~ent. Compeny C less one platoon, 820th Tnt~ Destroyer Battalion, Company 

B, 81st "E.'ngin$er CO'.nba t Battalion and the e!JO\b 7ield Artillery Battalion 

Wel"e in di!'ect oup~ort. (14) 

lines, the 3d !3e.tt!.llio.u on the ra.;bsntal loft and the 1st BanllUon. 

bent around the southern noze ':If tho ridge. wca in relatively strong 

sufficieatly n'..llJl~!'vu;:;to ullo'l thi3ir U30 llBCOllllX'Llnd poats dO'»Jl to 8ld 

in~lud1no platoons. ~~ obaarvaticn and tieldn of fire were relotively 

gocxl. (15 j 

Fl'om. tho l.:t I3[,ttfll"ion right to th~ vicinity of 3LBILI..F the line 

of n:out 2()OO yt.rds. Th~ ~ofonsh,a pon1t~onu then continued 6o~t1?verd 

E.1ong tho hi€!ll ground J'..l.9t W€l{l-t e·f the narrow ALP RIVER for another 3500 

Y9l'·':;'U. .\l1tit6.nk COm9'!lny with one platoon of CannOIl ComP'Juy snd one ritle 

platoon from the M BcttnUon held 	the line from BLEIALF 1u.olus1ve to tbe 

leth~o"l1'llry Squadron, extendocl the front to the reg1t13ltal rlBht bounds!')'. 

Theuo troopu ;Jom orG!lnizod into n provibionul buttalion und.er oCX1l"'aflnd 

of tha anti tank CO::lJ,l.9ny c~JllmlaIlder. Company Of 820th 'l'mk Destroyer 

Batt81i.on W(-IS in the flrea of the provisional battel1on. (16) Elements 

(14) A-5, Pert I 
(If, ) Pel"tlonel K.!l?-=ln~.£e 
(16) 	 A-c, Pal't J. 
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re8erv~. (17) To 6arrlson t~e 81~ mila frQnt of the regtwntal sector. 


de,th in detena iva' poa 1 tiOM ha.d been s aCl'i t1oed. 


On the lett con.t'!ct ~s U'..'3intn1ned with the 4!'.2d In.fa:ltry by !)Strole 


8:ld on the 1'13h t with the l06t!1 Recollna.issance Troop, a tteched. to too 


424th Infentry and occupying GROSSL~!IO~lT~..D, by patrols. 


Wi re lino!; e;d.ste~ to ell Units down to com.penles and lateral 11IlBS 


bed baen laid between regiment t •. ~'htlc two obennels existed between the 


. dIv! sion end r.3gimantal ccm~nd posts, b-~tllllere in e singlo oable; nol't 

lIera elternete wire lines laB ~at'P1l~en ot~r uuits. TeletYfewriter OC2'llmU­

nicstlon was likewise Bval1ablo to division. Nadio silence was maintatne4 

a-r:ong all units. R:3dto$ h'ld been lr;su.ed to all elements in EnSlnnl but 

since raiiio silence br...Q be~n impoMd c,=,ntbu~usly no o:,;>,ortun1ty for proper 

calibration or tent1.ng hea been svt:il!cble eJ(~ept SJoh as could. be &ne 

without actu91 radiooperstion. (18) 

ClefS:;; I end III supplies were nctmal n.'lO edeqUHte vb He only e major 

~ort~ge of winter combst clothing1 previously mentioned, was pre~ent 

runong Clcss II en:! tv items. The avalb.ble rete of Slpply of mtnun1t101l 

per fl'enpon p7r QO!t· waa: 81.mnl. 0 r·am6s; l05:.->.m (for the hO'i':itzer~ of 

Of.nnon :)O'Jlpeny), 5 rounds; l05mm (for artillery hOldtzare). 42. roundn; 

:3 1noh, 15 rO~8. !Titb the &7.coption of ertillery e!:lIl!\W.ition, only 

half cYt ttifl daily e. veUable B'.lpply lI(1S f'uthorlzcd for use; the other 

helf rOI!leinoo under regk\1!!n tal control lcr;; dor.1 on unit vebicle B kept near 

the reG1mt.r.tcl ('.;n:!nunition gupply point. Other types of anmullition were 

unrsstricted in use.. The rO,Did move of the regi'llent earo::,s FRti.NCE end 

into the lines had reeul too in unit e em erlng the linea with ler-:e than 

basiC lo~as of or no mortar or artillery emnumlt1on. The 2d Div1sion had 

(17) A..9. p. 2 
(18) Personal Knowledge 
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gen~rously turne,l p.1rt of' tho!ir surplus stooke ov~r to the l06th 

Division on' pesit10n 1l~tUl relUlve!. an.:l evory efto.rt wes made at onoe 

to till all basie loads of 8!Il.lnWlltlon. ~ur-p1us stooks were not author­

tne C'Jrt l"I'l.?ly tree the :ll:"::lJ ;>m~u.:lition sup)ly point thl;:rt 46 boura 

a~vanc& ·n~t1ce \laS ra~uire:1. . (20) 

Dur l!1£ tho p~T.'iod 11-15 ~cetibor the weathar ,las cold and d6mp 

or rain tell intt"..rtn.1ttentl;r un1l\tainins from E to 12 inohes ot ano'il 

oyer the area ana 'll1flklng ronas to the roar ill but itlpusscbl(J. AoXl(;d 

t • ., theBe difficult! et. wera c.lrn·::>st daily heavy foga which re.:aaiMcl ~.n the 

valleys until l~te in tbe tlorn1~. (21) 

On t'be ~ay it hoe onh:ra~ ~lD l1n.')u th:!l regi:r.ent wan at !l.e:erly tull 

strengt.'tl.. Its troining over e. yeE'.r rtnd e. hult ver10c u!ld be!ln rigarou8 

Burl t.'1orough. Ro-wevor in t.'1e s1.x l!1ontb.$ Jirior to debarkation for overseas, 

the regimgnt hod lost m·1!'e than fifty perc~t of its ri flem-tn as overseas 

replecementSj ita lest shipment W:,:!o In£!.de af"tsI' the regiment itoalt h3(\ 

bean elertAd fo!' overseas shl~nt. Their -rncencic:.: 'hE,d been!'1ued .1th 

1.1l3U :fl'()r; mi s~elhmeous unit n J gQ od sold i ~!'o but not trnin ad ?ii"leman. In 

winter clothing and the ob'li0u.ily extended ond e:cpooGd. ?OS1t1oD., morale 

was high. This was F': q-,-liei; sector whero l~n could loarn rapidly but 

Mfaly. (22) 

The rnlief of the 38th. !nfe~try on 11 Decet:llJer. 111though ~de during 

dn:rl1ght, 'Rail covered by (\ fOG ~.nd WAH complet-ed without mishap or oon­

!'tIeton. EVf!rj' Mwntag~ was ~ed.lately tmcen of tho opportunities 

(19) A-6, Part IX 
(20) Personal Knowled&e 
(21) Pereonal Knowledge 
(22 ) Personsl Knowledge 
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:oarticl~tiDg.· 9!lull unit l~{Id~';'l ~L1 ~ staffe r~l.i'ldl.y nettled izito 
. . 

the ir jo~a tl!ld. Mut1ne operati.O!l5 r'!ln s::oot~ll. Dote! led cQunterattack 

fro~uant11 laid dm:n on t!-.e enemy l1r,es. 1n f.ho:::-t. tbe routine actlviti.es 

( P-3) 


(26 ) 


CIlI p!'t)~lenn fMi no thf$ll during october an" l'Tovamb-sr. the Gert!\l\n Army. 

(23) A-9, ~. 2. Pere.)t'.al !Cno\!lc~G!.: 
(~~ } !'Gr.s:,;nf!l!~nod·}('F:e 
( 25) A-5, 14 December 
(~6) Per60nel ¥~owlp~ge 
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.,ft;~~::~;;:.:f;},:.t~:;/ ~~~ :~:~:(;~jf~,!:·:[:l:.;><;· ,:?.::;.',''. ~~: ,'~.;,:~::~',;;;,~ ..'~t~:i~ ::; ',:;'.:;\':\'..;': ":::,:';'. '. .:~:'-:' ',.', .:',,'.:.:' .... '; . 
andunit1on's'U,nl,.:p61nt lnBAI.!N!'!L.T). ~oBtroied!l ].e~f.!!e ',l'lU!Bber or .,ehlo).4s 

.':~~d'~~h ~r "~h~:r~~~~~:~~ :~'~tr~ ~'ll~'t~icn ~ ~,38 L~~':t~~' 1Ia~ tl '.. ~ .. 

"::: ;'18tb'9~~::~'~~~~~~1 ;t!ro~ 'begen, t.()·.,j,ltt ~8h~ti,·.~ti.r 0600, 
~.. ~ . ;f:. > .f ~:,',..., ~..~",: >~_'~~~\,'~'~::~<,~~:.~._ ';:: ," . :~:.:.:.::. ': ,'~~ ~, ,'- .' ~~. . _ .;. :,. 1",:' ..~~:.~'~:.'.~ .: .-".<.~:>~:;:<,.'~-;'. ", ::.:"' .-".. .- .':..': - ~1 ' .. 

Qe~.anrp.nt1'1.,i.tru~~ ~tEIALp'<til.ro1"o•. dr1YlJ1l ~-4ntlt~k .. ~pany b&:ok . ~ .:: . 
'. :t>'~~'V1>,>~:~~'.~,:(?> :·:·<;~ztl~}'<{i.:~<>;·.~.f~'· ,~.:.:.;::>,;. !·:;l·· /,:·:~!·t;~(/:~"";~,::r:.··:.· >(:-' .... ".' ,.,. ' ": .. ' ,'" .. 
thrpu8h:'~e;,v11.1~i·:b~~~,by~oUact. ··Al8~#~/bYtbtl:r~t~~~84...116ht.0f" ," 

:'::;:{;~;r~';?'iY;':~ ;;~'~·">I;t~:<·;;(,,:\ : .•.' .:;;/.'~,'~:'~!' '~.~:.~:~~•. " .: :'_'{~;'::C":~,-c:\:fi·?':'·>{~~{:1';~ .~:: ."0:.... ........ ....... .'J:'.'. 
eea?cM.:t£h~e i.p~yins ;"i('taiutths lo.-hangillaololiae ~ :the:fJDllny.h,,4J1lOyea '. 
·~:~F.;":·:~'};(~··""";~'><:' '. . .... ". :".. . . t· '- ;(.;.\: .': '<:;':~::." ." ,~" 

r,Q'~~.ly, thrpugh : .~b~haltll8bt,. .The'.~u~~~ i'~sl~~eG ,of' c,.the:SomP'b~ ,;, 
:,,:~:·:'.~~-f-~~:(/"·~,.·. ~~~-,::.~";.·~>·.'-,\~~;~t;:./ _:"""~.; """ . '.>~ .'".:'., t :~.,~ ".:';'. ,'" .".::~~.~... ~ .:~~., ._; -'-';'.:. \-::,'.'. ~ .::':~'..r ",' .:. 

~1.tr)r.8enlt-l)~:-$1.~nt! of.Anti tenk Com.:pany ,auppo~.4 by .:p]t~1~11~~. ~;,tu­
:.>'~, {~(~,~~..:~ ~'.~~: <' ;, ... _~~.~. '.. :': ~:~.·i;;:..:. . ', __ ',' .. - -'7 .•..:•. '~.' . -< ":. . <', :' .:< ......~<':_:~~>:< ':~.. -:"'. >" .' "">" :'.~'~.:':- '.-. 
lel'1 ba:tT8~$·an4,·the ;:·tti-$ot ;OenllonOompany. 'bl"om up J"ft}Hnt 6d enemy'.

; .. " '.' 'J.:. ",'; ." ' . .' '><. ~... -; . "" .:.... :. : "!: -: .,' . ' ...... ...• ..•. ." ... ,.. .. " , 

lilfmitry a"e.cks .. tar srI! ana w!tb1n tho !toWl.·, (83) ..,' 

;' Simulte~e..,tt!fly ,el'lotboreMmy group hAC! movf)d up tbe rallroea on 

the l'eg~e."l.ttil..·r1l!ht endc.u1eklypushed bet«een Anti tenkOompany etnd 

TrQ~pnout·t1.ng6ft'en~ deetror1nf:the rl~ ~latOOn dAntttenk ~panl 

~~'t>re'Jk'~~~cod~~c'tJ;et\Veen thebro .tm,its~..(34) .... '. ,.,.. " .,' 
." ••~. • j ;' :.~ .:. • ~.,,~::~~ • ~~"'~'~ '~~,,'.:'.' ;.~ ).: :,~:,~~~:~,.:.~. ~.' ; , •••• ~•• /... • .. : .... ~ • '. '. , • ,.' ~.~ ": : .. :"•• ' • • ~ .' :'.':' ;'.- ,,,;. ">' . . .':.. " '.:. 

'.l31~~ th\'f:·enemyhel~'lnof.!.tct M:!1;AU;',wtre lines were. still: out 
. ,,: ..~ .. ~" . . '. ; ", _. ';'...",' . . i 

bei'N~~:~'~l"~ r~g~~ht;i' :~Uil~:d"-l'Of!f e~a'''b'~ ·~f~t. tie~k; ':t\~d'~'8~e . 
. :~. ;.. , .. , ...,.'":<.:{'.<..>.. '; ....,..,~..:.~:.,.;.::-.»<,': .':; .'" ...... ;~ ... ,.. ,. :'.' .;.... > ( ..""":'..:>~:/.~.~' ..... ' .....,,'- ..'.. :,,'-.., . 
arPin'at Ant1tnnk'opmpan'·fJeamet1u!ll't'l.hUJlf.~· "Serv1oe'cOfap~ ~d.Calin~· 

,', ..../.: "~~'" " . ~. ~. (,",:,.' ..:, -'-'.,:~. '. ",r/i ;~:-.,- .~ ..' :.':'. . '.. '" ._'.. '~'. '. .::':<':.', -::__ ':. ;.;..,:. '"', ";. .. './ ' . ' .. ~:. ~:~.'~. '. : '.: /' .:, ~ ;," )~ . :" ::.:: .:~ :"~>~.,:,,:,, '::,'. '::".~ ..,,:. ':~~'.:,,',:~, ~ .'.4' 

;tCoill' '.;c 'c"e-re':/ilerl~:.~d )~:P9M h&O ·:!iO~~"!ntd:~~Jlti/:~:E..,.e:,thl$t()~.~: 

~1~tJ~b%~~~;th;~7to".~1i~~i;. r~~,b~i~.~•• ·.~·ZCt;~tft:': 

'. :::":;~~~*'~:l;'~'~~~~o~tY'trom" dlviftioo" bttd')e'~":~e~e~c1 b1 "%¥1·gl'8n~.'· 

.~O.\he ;~:.n.·.:·... •.~.:,!.;.~.·.::.:.:'r.;.,..;;~.•~.'~<~.e ~~~.~:·8~~ahsJ';"~C<ab;t.,t·,t.·.,."•.:.'.•...:.:.· 

.• .q_ _ >'·i:.- ..?~·~;:;'~·.>~<'! '.~~.: :.::.. . 
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~'ttnlion BS e rifle oo..~an1. T'ne CO!l?eny 11SS ~d1t!.toly ord4rsd to 

ent~cJt1ir.d .Plove tro:A COHc.rnf.21a to BL!!lJ.l1. Only 70 men were 8yolleblo. 

Upon tlrriYe.l, the CCl!l;)/'luy It.unched 8n tnd~vandont r,ttDck aGainst the 

·west . shoulder ot the pene trt!.tion mtb. lilllited succea~ b star! 1t W!l3 

I1ith th13 a<1ditionul i'Qrca tit hil! d.isposal. thG I>l'oYit)ionel battalion 

oommander WI:t5 d Irt)ct-;.j tu ale a!.' DL3!t.tF Ono. to rtl@lin ~ontG¢t on tho l'iSht 

'fin-11k. !ly nQon'JJi th the f(I('ocr. O!l. htlml plus officers flnl'!. roen frof:1 nagi-

r6!!Ol'Ve tlOfth of :SL~I1.:.LF. The enemy d;,rg in BOO-500 yord.s to the front. 

(38) 

~!).d through it r,lth 424th r.nf':lutty r.·=r~ unnnoaessful. Attacked ~J.r1ng 

(36) /1.-6, pert I ----------------------------------.------.--~ 
{37} A-O,P31't IT. 
(38) A-e., P8r~ II 
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'l'rOQ)1 hau been. the troop c~!ll.Indar fir.i.~ly i"l:!.U ~ibl() to oont~c"" the 

reGimeutul 'cowoant! pc:;.t trJ rl,l:lio llllIl :-O\!uQ~tJcl (lilthority to ~Tithd~c::. 

I'nl)w1n~ the :!1tue.tion on tnc r1~t. th~ rogitiontal cOll:l!3.m: -::r i;::,antcd 

epore'i11c EU"tlllo;"l o..'1d I!iorte.~ fire, .n1inor ene!.c.y c ttacks ~ "Q.i>.Pareotly , 
patl'ole ill force. had. hit -the lrit B~tt:Jlioll 1·090(;:.tQd.ly~ During tho 

atte;'D.oon tJiO t; Gl.:lkr:J t;jcpurute1y nosed towurd i;hu let. B~tt allon fX'~ the 

Vicini ty ot B1tt'..!."t.isCPJUn, but' vii thdrew wil.eo. fired uIJOn at Close l·~ng,e. (40) 

S"66Ulting l~QQa includi:lE; or..s battcr.y co~dor ane. SSVf)ral howitz!ll'S. 

(41) 

Still u.udar dh 1aioO' cOlltrol, the 2d 'Batt;.;l~.oll had. boen ~oved during 

,bt afternoOQ to tho vicinity of 3QZ!01rr.n.HC, there t c blook the l'CCa$ 

from division ;rere received by too 20. n<Jttelio~ to move to tne. ll~t.he~et 

tQ re'l ieve tOll left fl en.k of the 422d ~teL;.try and to p~ctett the (118­

plM~ ~t of the oSSth Field 1...!'tilh1r,y Be ttelion. 

~13~9~)--A~-~6-.~.p-an~~II~-------------------------------------

HO) 'r~6r»bnal Knowledge 
(41) A-S. p. 51 . 

. {42} A-G, 1& teoeml-,f:r 
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SCRO~"'B~ sOuth.to RADSC!J"!lD 8nl tben north, the 2d Br,ttr.l1c:-n r~eehed 

tll'i 6r~.a of the GSQtb "F1.1cl Al'ti1l1el"y Dtltt£l110:l a:'QtJt 1'10100. (45) 

J,ttbe end of' the fir"i dp:!, tho 42=XI Int'entr: llj~ :r:t.!tntn1ne·~ 1t~ 

t10ns en~ raal~1I bed b.,e.n uneot"tsfeotory At lest. !..eak o~ "p1'ev1ous C>lU­

br~tlon end edj'llr:tment, un1'eYOl'ft'tll.., torre~n m~ 'W,,:)'lths!" ::;~ tl'n~ jam'lins. 
\ 

he~ ~8de raaio contaot tleetin~ or non-e~1r-tant ~t. ~11 och~lonr. (44) 

h~d ~n(ld to reaell ita objeot1~ fo'l:" that dr::I--ST. V~. (~.~} D1vlaton 

until ord~e~ d1~Arently." (46) 

"J'}'m B3F'lt.r.I~rnCTJOH (see }fall 0) _ 

witllin two bour~ it hnd jolr",d enothftl' enemy tnt"f'n";ry-1;enk colu.~n which 

hsd driV'eu aouth to ~OO~tG t>tt't81" B bl"ea);t.h:rt'U~~ in th e 14th ~nwJ.17 . 

Group seQtor to the nnrth. The 4P,~d end 422~ Infnnt1"ieA ~~ ml'rrounfled. (~ 

(43) Statement 'by Capta-ln Oliver S. 1'8ttQJ1;-tben Pl8'toon l.4t9'aer, Oomyaily 
F. 24 J'8nu~17 195~ 

(44) A-G. l'art It Personal )(nowledge 
(45) A-3, 1'- 11., . 
(.6 ) A-6. 16 DeCember 
(4') 
(48) 

.1';'6, 17 December 
A-G, I'8rt I 
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Forced 'back1n disorder but ttghting everY8tepof the v.:f.y -;r1th 

the tire erupport of cme plat6~n or r,e.nn~ Oolnper.y, th ~ p::'ov 1 ri1 enAl 

bettt\l1on witharew to the hi&. ground j~t!!t "~~tetP{l~r. P.eehnentRl 

'he~dt,l~l"'·~t~r!a, F.Il!t'! (!,e.ter!l'~ 1'1 ~tcC'n. rer~¢hr~ljo1Md th e fight ~sdn;;t 

~1etter~ ~nemy ftroup~ ~~ i;h.? raSi!'\entnl com.end. l'ont rn"i}h1: to t'l1EtAnen~e 

. . 
't'ro6n 13,18tl1 C~vnl17 S,;u"«'!rnn ~~ Com"l)l!~t;7 B, elst "-n~n~AT.' Bettel1011 

.~ no" dAftulte-ly 1~olt.tted, 'he~n'g !)h~1cnl e~nt8(!t l".~tther Vrf t'h enCfu 

other ner to "ttl"..n r "flank. '!'1"'0b1' 13, !\[!nln in raMo oont ~~t o;ri th re81metl~, 

WS.A ordered to tell back t·., !!tU'l"IJ!}!!mI tmd to leter j~1n the re~1m~t\t it 

1'0:roe~ to VIi thdrnw nedn. (50) 'l'hure..,.1th ret'6p.n:h of' the 1OSth R~oon­

ne.1so'lnce ~oop 1'rom. t'hf.'l 4~4th InfrmtTy'l'! l~rt 1I Ponl" 'I'r"OO1') n l'~"tMd 

un'Ul it wan !'nf111.7nd trJ.?t the rerd.!l'ent eoul~ r..,t 'ho j.,ina/'\ •. t.~-t;o in 

ton~~ ST,. VI'I'B' 1~ un~blQto 1"(H1Ch the re~'l'1l"n.t. 'l1tt~~n..nng vip. SCR~ERG, 

tho 1(F~1ne pJJ!toon 'b,!,ryl{'P. into I!\ column or A.'11~l·ie~ ~ t,J;'St\ trocks '.MV1nS· 

to'ftal'~ m. VITH only to t1nd4;h~ 'h~3' ...e~e It.)p.~p.~ moth A:r:tI~ Of:1"TI\nt:\ •.• 

Rec1.ng ~0wn tl1e left d~o 0'1 the 'rend t oW9l'"d t h"l hm 0 ('Jf~e tlOlnmn ~ , . 

t!~1ng at point bianr. rang~t this ~lfttoon ~~~ 1in~117 d~gt~oyod·by en~ 

tanks. Rog1men:t 18~t htY.1rd fmr.1 Troop ~ ee ths- rf\tr.l'ltntng fller!onts Pl"O?lU"ed 

to lnttltl"F.te thmug'h tn RT. VIm. {f51} C0n'tqct 'l'no not to bo l"~g:dnad 

with ~on'~'my r.. 81st ~n~nee1"~. 0n~ l)lrtt"cn ht'l~ b~n nver.Tun "'CId It')~t in 

the :!'.1rct: Gemnn :!lttack but tho a~np~n:v e~nttm1.ed to ht)1~ tt!l ,.,tl3~.tton. 

(•.~) -·peraoiial"in;w:rodg.- .­
(50) A-A, 17 Deoem'tv 
(&1) A~. p. ,,98 . 
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remalntna eleaent. w1tb4r... only to be captured Bcme two 48)'8' later .est 

ot SCHONBERG. .( &2) 

With the regiaental riah~ flank dri'fC!ll beck 1;0...4 BUOHE1' and 8 known 

gap of 80m8 epoo ,-ardB open to the south~ the regt.ntel commaDder beg8l1 

organizing a perimeter AeteD8e. Ccmpany 0 W88 lIloved to extend the 1st 

Battalion nebt to tbs hlsl1 aro\Dld just W8t or nucmT. 'lbe provisional 

battalion W88 disbanded end the remnants pulled fran the Une. The gap 

lett beueen lst'eJl4 34 Battalions by Oompany O's move wes tUled b7 the 

Ammunitlon and Pioneer Platoon. OOoD helpers, truok drivers and battalion 

headquarters pereo1U\e;L ot the 1st Battalion o'rgenbed Into a provisional 

company. (53 ) 

Mean.hile the 24 Battalion in the 422d In1"antry reer erea to the 

north had been mavil,. engaged since d8wn proteoting the diaplaoement of 

the 589th Field Artillery Battalion fran the German drive. t01!Jf1rd SCHONBERG 

from the nortb. By 0700 1ts 1'8dio in tbet division oommanQ net bed been 

hit. The battalion hed dostroyed eeven enemy tanks but continuing enemy 

tank-intentry attaoks were forcing the 'batt811on back. Supported .by the 

590th Field Artillery Battalioll the 2d i3atte1ion begm 8 daylight with­

drawal. -- (54) 

During the morning the 590th rteld ArtUlery Battalion had reoeived 

orders 'from the DlvuioJl AM111eryC~derto displeoe to the vioini\)' 

ot SCHONBERG. UPOl1 leamlng that 8~ONBRRO was tilled w1 th Oel'1lle:4 alllor, 

the battallon commander, contaoting" the 24 Battalion commander .noee with­

dranl he W88 BUpportiD8," decided to tall back into the SCHNEE EIFEL 

posi tiona ot the 42M Intantl'i I'll tb the 2dBattal1on. (55 ) 

(52) A-9, p. 2 
(53) Personal howledge 
(54) A-S. p. 84 
(55)" A-8, p. 89 
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137 UOO tho 2d l3etteJ.loZ!- and the 590th Fleld Arttlle17 Battalion, 

wfth three ho"it7.erll entered the area ot the 423<1 Intenh7. (lse) '!'he 

l'eg1:mentel.oODl1lt8nder plaoe4 the 24 Ba'~eJ..10n in p08~lon at onet eXWl1d­
\ ~ 

iDI the PEtrimeter c1etell88 some 1500 Juda tul'tber toward the nonheast 

from the vicinity ot BUOllET. tzb.• 590th )!lOved into positions lflth1n the 

periMeter generally. west of the 3d J3atte.llon a01'.lllB8nd pO~t. Cannoneers' 

who oo~d be spared were put into the per1JaeteJr deten8eee riflemen. 

Info:rmlng the division 01' the srrival o~ these unite. the regimen'al 

commander ala:> stated. tr'111l hol.d perimeter. :prop flD!DNJllt1on. food and 

medIcal Sllpplies until route open." (57) 

Shortly before 1500 a fAe8sege traa dlv1810n wes recehecl. flve hours 

atter 1t had been sent; "Expect to clear out eree weat of you thia atter­

noon ....1 th reinforcemen te. Withdrftw from present position 11' they becQllle 

untenable. Save all transportat ion possible." All in the cOJDml':\td poat 

1'elt that CombAt COl'nmend R. 9th Armored Division wes eurely on the way. 

(58) 

En~my pressure slaokened during the leta afternoon and by nightfall 

the 81tuation of the reglmant was not too bad. True, the regiment wss 

cut off, but a perimeter defense had been organized end the rea1mmt had 

1ts three bettal10ne ~ln. .ArtU~ '1:'Y eupport we available althoU8h 

tbe 590th hed only slightly %nore than 100 rounds. PA.trole were 81;111 Ul 

contaot with the 42a.d Infantry to the north, still in po8ition 8l. though 

its north fl~nk was beht bank to the 86St. casualties within the reg1ment 

numb6red E.\bout 250, 150 ot whioh had been in tbs units that had made up 

the provlsionalbe.ttal,lon. Troop 13, lath C8 vol17 Squt'.drCll. Oompany B. 

Slat Engineer Battalion and the guna ot Company C. 820th Tank De.troyer 

(~6) Stet~nt by Major Cosby, then lat Battalion Exeoutive Ott1oer, 
27 ·1MUl'l"f 1950 

(67 ) 
(5e) 

A--a, 17 D4Jo8Dlber 
A-6, Part .1, Personal Ina-i.dee 

18 



Battal10n had been loat. !lonar 	ammunitIon was running 10... but emall 

erma 8Dmunlt1oJl W88 on hand. About t ..o thIrds 01' a X ration rae.lned. 

(~9) Word had been received that the requested air drop would be aees­

pl1abed witbin the perimeter tm next morning end Combat Ccmmend R. 9th 

Armored Division W8S tho\1Aht to be nearill8 the posl tion. The 42M 

Infantry would hold. 

mE mlan·DAY 

About 172530 the regimental cODll1ander had held a meeting wIth hie 

battelion commanders during whioh the 81tuat ion end conduct ~ the de­

tense hed been dirouased. including plans tor the pr<?bable arrival ot· the 

~th Arml)red Div1elon. Plans were aleo made to receive the eupplleo to 

bodropped next morning. During this lMetIng e radio tIl88sege inItially 

sent some seven hours .,arller was reoe1v~ ordering the 4l!3d aud 422d 

Infantries to withdraw to the line otthe OUR RIVER eV80ueting all ve­

hicles em equlpnsnt pos~lble. Relaying the message to the 422 Infantry. 

not then in radio communta etton with division. the two r&gimental Comt118n­

ders sgre-ed that" this meesage he now obsolete I'.nd tbat they would rema1n 

in pOSition eince subsequent to its oris1na"Uon both hea r,,?orted their 

situat10ns and iD.btructlons had been received concel'ning the air drop to 

be made within too perhlater der"nso. However, soma inltial planning ~n 

event or 8 possible rutur~ withdrawal. probably via SCHONBERG, W8e com­

pleted although Duch e withdrawal was now conaidered unlikely Inv1ew of 

the l'e1ntorcemente Em resupply expected iihortly. (eo) 

Orders 1Iere received by radio flbout 180'130,'" datedlS0215 fran 

division, 1fh.1ch stated: "Panzer a'H~iment81"Oanbllt Teem on SOHOHBmo-ST. 

VITll i'()ad--~leslOl1 to- destroy by 	fire from dug in poei tionB aoyth ot 

SCHONBFllG-ST. VITB roea. Ammunition. food and water will be dl"OPl)e4• 
., 

When miadon aeca11pllshed move to eree ST. vrm." (61) The two 

(59) statement of MajorOoaby. 27 JMu8ry 1950 
(60) A-9, p. 3, Personal Knc.ledgtt 
(61) 	 A-6, 18 Dec_bel" 
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regimental oommamers agreed to move out together toward SClRONSEaG w1~h 

reg1:ento abreast, the 42M on the lett moving along tho axil ItALF.m'}ll.l)-­

OBfllLASCHElD--SOHON6!.tRG. (S09 Map H) Att3r B. map reconnaissance the 

reg1Jnon,tal oommsnder formulated his plan and at about 0800 issued, the 
. 

regimenial order to his baUalion CQtlllllenders end $taft.. The rog1ment 

was toO mav.., out at 1000 in colu.'l1Il ot Dati81iona: fd. 3d, regiaental. 

CO'l'Ol1'F..·SCHONBF.RG. The 2d Battal10u 1I0S \;0 be the advance gU8~; the 
, " 

1st Battalion was to turnish t~s rear guard. Both the 1st and 3d 

Battalions were to leave oovering foroes in th$lr battalion stotors. 

The 690th Jleld Artlllery Battalion WS8 to move by bounds wi tbb\ 1he 

oolumn. All k1tcheno, bar.suso am Gupplia3 whioh could not be oarried 

vere to be destroyed end abandoned; and those Oomt3!l.nd and oommunication 

vehioles end weapons carriers on position wares to aocQ;;lpdny the oolt.tW1. 

!'fon...transportable casualtios were to be left at the ragimentlll oolleot1ng 

atQ~lon with soma medical personnel. (62) 

The ad Battalion crosaed the ln1 tial point at 181000. ilClll.ants ot 

the 422d !ntentrl could bo sean to tho north nbaut 1200 mov1t1S wes", sa 

pl_snned .. AS tho 2d Battel1onmovcd on,through RADSCHlfiD end a.pprooahGd 

tbe BLEULF-HADSCHEID ~cd. kno'.'lIl 9S Skyl1no Drivo. 8'lx>ut 1200, l't on­

ooulltared hosvi 1-11'1e. mortar and artillery 1'11'0 fran the le,ti: tront. Ita 
t, •• 

leading oompOllY \Vas eggrcasive1y engaged. lL"ld attempted to pusb the tmaq 

toward the !lOuth to olenr the route of )I.'lroh. Heavy t:lortnr fire pinned 

this OOOlp8IlY ,down end tho ne~t oompeny tref.i CO:;1Xl11t ted on its right. 

Supported by the be.tta1ion hoevy wea.pons comp~nyand the fire from one 

howlt2ar of the 590th still in position, the battalion p~Bh8d tho enemy 

Rome 800 )"erds to the eoutbNest where it was stopped. (63) The almost 

(62 ) 	 Personal Kllowl,e dge 
{53>" 	 Statemon\ br Captain Oliver B. Patton. then Platoon Leader. 

Campeny .,. 24 3'8uuary 1950; 'Persouel Knowledge 
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iDrposs1.bl,8 redto conuot and tlie ·need to cone6rTe erUllery e.mmunltlon 

rendered further art Ulery 6upport 1m.poaslble.(64,} 

As the -~ Battalion wao approaching Skyline Drive 8 radio Bl.$8SfiBC 

t~ d1 vision eaneel1ed previous instructions end ordered tho 423<5. and 4224 

Intf.ntrtea to seize SCHONE:tlO,then to move weat to r~'T. VITR. With this 

in mind, so the 2d Battelton pusbed the enemy south the reg1n\ent61 oomman­

del' ordered the ~a Battalion. then in OBERusoro:m, to move to tb. right 
. . 

of the 24 Battel.ionBnd to cut the BU':IALF-SCUONBn:?O reed. (SlS) Taking 

.the right fork w8et out ot ·QBEF.LASCREID the 5;1 Battalion ·movea out ~ 

quickly oroeeed S\cyl1ne Drive and pU8hed across IRRm CRE!K lnto mnDIOY. 

As the battalion oro8sed RInO! fSU 1ts leedlne; colnpany .e8 belted by 

heavy ~ell erms and ,am. antiaircraft art111erytire from the vicinltJ 

of' SCHONBERG. The battalion ooumand6t' ~.llCkly moved e seoond. OOMpany on 

line and with the supporting tires or its beavy weapons company tho bat­

talion ettaok$d, st1ll under heavy .ell. rect tire from antieirqreft gunll, 

and gradually J!\;)ved t01"l'ard until- the lett flank company was astride the 

BLEIALY-ScaorrnEBG road. Here the bettel10n dug in eoo yel'ds fran tbe 

outskirts of SCHONB"'mG. Slnee noon the battalion bAd bO$n out of radio 

oontect with l"egitlent and me saenger. sent to the reer failed to reach the 

ng1mentsloOllmand Jlost. tate 1'0 tha afternoon, pstrols sent to the 

right .to gain contsc' w~th the 422d Infantry were unsuccesstul. (66) 

As the 3d Battalion oleQred OBJilU.}..ScmtlP about 1.300 tbo reg1lMntal 

comnend poet wee established there.. Tbe 1st Da.ttsllon, "f1th the bead 

of its cCllumn in H.wmFELD and belted by the aotion of the 2d Batte.l1on. 

near RADSCHEID. 111.0.,0<1 ott the l'Oa~. As tbe oovering foro(ts left at the 

original poSitions drifted in, a baety defense! was organ1zed by t'ho reel' 

(~'~I:.pltQ~ot the regSmenta1 rear. Leanlns that the enemy teoing 

the 24 Battel1011 we-a being rapidly reinforoed by flnemy troops from. the 
I ' 

(64.) Personal Knowledge 
(615) A-9, p. ~ . 

(&6) A-B, 17 Dec_bar; Personal bowledge 
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lstBattal1olJ. to attack tt}.,etr~ the flouthwos' on the 2d Battalion's let~ 

to 8aslst thGt bat tn11oD. ,and to cut off the n.Oll ot reit\forofml8llte from 

DLElfJ..F~ )Joving ,rapidly. the 1st 'BattaHon, les8 one contpeny 68 rear 

g..ulrd, deployed along nIU.. ~46 Juet couth of ODEP.LJ._13C3EID. Supported. 

by ita heavy weapons company. the battalion launohed 1~e nttnek tit dusk" 

about 3.100, in What. emounted to a n~ght attock OVtIr unfem111ar torrltol'1. 

down into Dt1ltm OP.31'1: mA'VJ anC!. u? the lOlfeT cdOptH3 of the rid.sa extending 

south from RJtJlSomrn> eg81nst n nos heavily reinto"l'ce" enemy. Agnin.et 

direct :fire from Oeman eaa~ oue of whioh vaa, taken. and heavy automstio 

. weapons md ~tar tire the oottel1on drove Bome 1200 yards. Disorganized, 

nearly out of sL1l!lunition, and mth about 70 C 8au9.1tie a, ,the b~tt nl10n 

pulled back to HILL 54& by 2200. (67) 

Shortly after darknoas tha regimental conmnnd 1'00 t 'i'ro S l!l:Jved juat 

north of HILL 575 to a. hO'.lsa which had originally be2n tn e oOl'll:l1.snd P09'\ 

ot the-rsOOtn-no14 Art_1Pery Battalion. The regimen tel exeouttvo offioer . 
remained in d iract oommand of tho 1st 8n~ 2d Eatte110lls then et1l1 engaged. 

The regimlSt'ltlil o\)."tl.i.ander sent p9trols out to locet~ the U Batta11ClD Cld 

t¢ oon tact the 422~ Infentry. f!nd 6 motor pa tl'ol north along SkyUne 

Drive·to oontact any eaemy in thet dlr~ct1~n. The 3d B~tte11on wes con­
, , ~ 

teo\ad and wire oom~unicetlon eBtnb11B~~d; no c~ntBct could be ~e. witb 

the 422d Infantry; and the motor Jletrol !lent to the north weE bflaly ebot 

up in the darkness by B:l enemy rcedb1ockso!ll9 5000 yards from tht> ,oomand 

post on S1Q.-l1n~ L"ri've. (66) Contnct wes lS.88in m.ooe Vi1 tt. d iV1Elion ' 

shortly after £100, the first since ebout 1600, th,rough considerable 

inte:f'ol'ence ala. the ,~eg1.mant was informed 'tbe.t "suppllo8 tor youl\nd''''824 

t9 b~ dropped Rt,bend ot roed one halt mile southot SCHONB'~,on 19, 
~~.. 

Decemb6:t:'.You will advise 422d.", (69) A~ut 182230 division was 1ntorDiec!. 


, ..,,' 
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·~taok ltoUl4 ~v. t.o k Mdo "1'bou"~ &r~Ll1e.ry w#lPG"\. Cc)tt,~A)' 1:: lr..a " 

• .,.n d~HIt.te4, &U Gf its eiohi orr1ce.r~ lrll104 or W01U\!N, tht eoliPU7 

0Qaaeft4el'k11.1e4. ~~ ~ Q~~f.lJ" ",,,8 tillod" COf:;ualU!$!J co::.Unues'l 

to O"~ in all ~U;, v~lola .. ttl tm{fl! V,U..Lt'i :1f"rfJ Aeetl'O)'tO. " ('16) 

tilth ~ aonai l'~p141)' clos1", 1:.1 to tbo r.:r. the l'CgiaE£t 00\:l1d 

03117 tlrive ftrrw$l:'6. AU ~~1n1ua vab1t:l.03 "ore Ol"4eJ"oQ 4Clo'troyed. t'ba 

l'$3i1le(ttfll GOJ#MU(1tJ'l' puehe4 tho mttu.cl4 tlCd l~ .,;p1t~ of the intcrt'!lrenQc; 

ft_ en.y e:r.Uli;47 f~'. tl1.ei 34 ~ttW.ICl\ jumpGd ott in tJ)od Qlrd.a:r ai 

lOOO.~'b6'rt61:1011"1ar~ \'U1t;l:ly ;"QU into "*~ 41r!!o'. tirl)tl'da emtq 

bt1aU'orott ~tl1.1orl ~.ft.\!l .~pp~. ·~~r1Gen ~k O~ "UP 'tim 
... 

"......~d fJ!c:m all~Ul~G~ tLl'EKl = tbti att.aoldlli l'letoona ana tht-ll 1l1"b~rB • 

.J.tthiMtlM ~hel.:tt ~O$~r..)'. alouu tl:ac BUUlJ~SOg~;.1Hj 1"014. ~ 

OUilSe tw'tbel' e~$-d ~1 th au ")i~1a~4 O~l=li ;rt1'lu ¢ompu;l1 movl.nt ti'Q..'l\ 

''ius swiil to'Gterd-. t:c~ollrr~l~Q. ~ow)~l."$ttuo~ to t:~ tj.)u\h ~nh petrt 

of the aClau.lt pl&~U ~ OQl1paC)1 c~d.o;c '11'01'"0 eM ii;),e~' b~flk 'bu~ 

" f 
'bOO.=o st)par&.tQd it"(.1Ai tue baU(\llo11, was attnOked egaln. :tJ:¥3. 01 l~ h~d 

'b.,:l. C~.91qr~,,'l"b.la batotslio.u. Qo.ltinu~t.o }Uat. tor\t~l'd. £oth rela'litd.as 

.P"o aboIipe~ '01 1.n~ae Ilil'B4"' aAt.if1U·4rat~ art.LUeI-J "til'e. B.Y~OO tl-. 

BaMa110n C~~(l:r bup.n pulllJli; t~e l~A~at.li baQk \lp the a1o:4 Pi' H!LI. 

&()1..(") 

'l'he lnt tll\tllU,oil. h<!d(lA little to' 'lht' utt ~tk fX'Q31 the P&Slt\nll.s. 

BtOEaU~ t~ hattolltin ~efll' h~a. tCikl!~ .tWL& (t" "his ti tuft ~1 \\i. lit:;. 

\0 reedvo tb~ ~·~.g1oi>4l-1~tal OlMl.'. l/'alu.tlblo t1.1tr.w I\:t> l~ t. tib.ll:& ~t" &¥fJOu.­

tlye oft'icGl:' lS'ttt'Jl¢il." ot~ tt~ bt!tt.~l1.c.n coDt,ondcr't) »tI~. t.1i&\Wod .4XJlNlilZSd, . " 

aad .~E> ).1f.pl~:I £1 vet!. l.he e{j~outiul.a of t."h~ fl~hck ol.'uttr. rropt.rl.y EWnd­

tnt! biD Gt~ft' fCn."fibtG !.'t'!I' bliCh ~4olU1ala"wcG (;ad C¢:ora1n!\\loli tau *1S 

"t a. 
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pOllsi'ble. the new bottclion c.o1n!!lender ~eB able to l&~d the Mttnllon 

acrOBe tho Uno of dopllrture only f1\~ ainutss lute_ Already le ss one 

rifle company lost at O'2I:'HL\SCHF:!D end tbe hcevy weapons CO:':"'jlElny lost 

E110ng .skyline Drt va tbet tiorlJir.,£. £~r.otter r 1rle cc::.pnny wr:.s :))\llh,j out 

of the battalion e.n 1t moved tOlll'rd the line of der,r,rtll"rC to beco:ne tbe 

re61.r.l(mtel reel' t;\~e.rd. Tho lot E3ttel1c.n, in raBli ty no" Coupan:,' :B 

and pe.rt of B~'.ttelion H,f';e.d<;,t!'..'rt!'rs Ccmper..y I pUl:jhed throl..gh the h~t vy 

'i:COCE: ~long the e::'stern !31o~e of RILL 504 ur..uer cor.aStr:nt mc.rter :::td 

nrtillory firE', finolly i'seelling the rOHd rllnnins ,noI,th from SCECHI:YBO_ , 

Here Company B re:neincd llncJer ccnf!tr~t fire. ur.til enerty te.n.'I(3 oV£!'I'an 

thtlir posItion. By HOC the 1st Bette.lion hnl be~tl el1Ir.in~ted. 

The 2d Bettelion, on the regi~£ntel right, cro~se~ the line of 

departure fS ordered; but u: its advance progre6s~d it \:;eC~!liO Mp~rated 

fro.;n tnc Iflt Pstt~lion by t\ deer. rug,gec1. wooded draw. tTncHc tc 

ccntr:::t the regiLen t~, 1 corr::c:ender. tl:e 1,:;, tt ~1i on COlti.T.er...l er d t·;: iCe:! tel 

~tt~ck SOI!C'ffiJ;:i{C; frem the northacst. As tr.e leecing Dlon;ent~ !Jovec. 

Clo\":n into l.tNuECr~EEK DR1~'fi they C£lme unCler hee..'Y SD"tE!ll,E:.rr.,~, fire from 

the right. Ccnteet hed finally bMn m!:.de 7Ii t~l ele:r.ants of the 42~d 

Infontl,]. ~hile this error ,\,;t:S Cit,;,ickly oorrtded. by e2:t:l'Csoive action 

on the ps rt of srr.all un1 t hadel'S, oc. th \£L,t ts 'Rere te!:lp~l'ari ly dirorgan­

hed. Ccot'd1neting with the ele:.:ente of the 42Zd ?!'E:sent, ene bat t61ion 

pl~3 miscelleneou5 elc;::cntE u:1der co;n:::-::nd. of the rCl...i:IJ~:t t;',l ·~orr~e::l~E:r, 

pEtrols lIE1re mnt cut to the north t.ne. nortbe~st. By mid efterno,:m it 

v;~£ know!J. that 1:)00 yerdt> to tl1c !lorthea~t Z,O ener:.y tanks ",iere fc::-rr.ing, 

e~'Pare!lt!;.t 111'e?2r3tory to attackl:-<;i tl1et in the CfJ:\ YL!"tEY th·:}ra was 

a r.trotlb cnerq atr..orc:d force· t!...: tl:e frent; ar:(: t'!iat er:elL.Y srtillc:ry 

cculd ce seen goine ir..to ?'J3it1on 1'!est of tho Olin llIV2?. (78) 

'.( 78) Personal. Knowledge 
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III tra me3.11tiue the 42~ Inrantry core;i1P-nd. po~t, n~ on mIL 504 

Tiith the :3d !httal1:>n, r.ad ulso mado cant~ct ~ith tho 422d tnfHl.try by 

patrol.: nth ocG l;)a ~tel1on -el1l:l1n9tad an~ one out of bi;l control» w1 tb 

rbkec. by t.rt1l1fJry, morter !; 00 eutoM~ tic ~copont. £lna w1 th c8suflltiAs 

ir.c!.'~uui~,,; mo unG1G.e:;', no foo':: fine cnl:,- 5-10 'round. ( of M-l ~."uni.tlon 

l1ppel'ent tr.nt furttor rodotf;,nce '.V'Ir. a t:.ccle'18 Eacr1f'\.~e of lire .." 

deoision. 

Illeetine eng(:ge~e.nt ane 1.'In etteck. ?;l':i1e it 1s nr:t known h("IW hl'!ny 

Gel'nwnt rerEt killed C'l' 'i:ounded durine this pel'ioe, It:r€8 nU'::lt.ers "Hally 

~fJd.er: il, the 'b~ttl"" for tl:'e cri tical ~T. VITH ror:d c(!t'\ter ~e (let'leote4 
\ 

fl'0Ll. this main GEJl'ml'H: obj cctivo an(1 delt:'yed a5 they conteined the eUl'l"O'Und­

~N.ALYSI:1 ANn Ci:IT,IC r~ 

'"t'he rlofen:3i'f(! ?O.9~ tions o,::"u,;)ip-c 1':, t~~ 123:1 Infant....; had .been 

p;:"Hlou~l:; -or;;811izeJ o~, nnothor unl t and rrero taken ovor ~tnout change. 

A-9. p. 3 
Personal Knowledge 
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batta110ns had 8 reserve cot:peny end the regimental re~H:rvo was meager 

and compoued of troops not prtDarllY7 r1flems.n. ~ith such 8eriou~ly 

reduced r03erves end a rather wide frontage for 8 rebi~ont less one 

battalion, the <1efcn:38 'N:'~B COrc.oll 8nG., of course, co.'lplctely lacked 

deptu. In reality, the positions of t~e lot end JJ Battalions were not· 

exc8':'3ivaly extandel ~ l.th i'roo.tagas of ab:Jut 2000 yar-da .~lah. ~ell coo­

natu'r.::~l detcnslve o.trength of "their eraas. 'll1e heuvy \,oods CO'vel'ing the 

samJF£ ~~EL, how9ver, hl;ld re'tu1n::d mSAimum use of 'units in i'ront 1 inc 

poctJ.;lao::l. ;::;Outh hnd WOtlt of tho l~J~ B4tcl1o:1. i7us n 2000 ye.rd gav to 

BLi~IU..J~. 70t' Qlloth.,;;r 3500 y!n'de, tho lin" 'Vms held b!l uni to neither 

trained 1101' equipped to holci a poBition llgl11not R determ.iwd attack. 

Yet it Wilt; tIli£: ~H~tt throulP ul.1ch thEt beat rood llOtenter~e. the rcgi .. 

mant",l sec t.or. JU1'1Uf; the !j; inter t.l::mtbE. ... ith &cc.:ol:lpaLying l:luvers£I 

went~"X.r. the roed net·asoumeC increasins importt'oLCc; but these approac14es 

Viert:: the mo~t lightly 1.olG.. 'l'hf: Gor.:uons apparently wore familior vlith 

the o:ceanization of the· defense for they propel'ly r,electod the weakest 

l1uctor for their initiel penetr·ation. 

'fhe c0tr.bin<:',tion of the ~eaktlE,t unit holdiDg the lea$t dcsil.'l1ble 

dcfondve 1l0sitlon. Vihlcb. contr'olled cn important yvenue of ll.:~rrc.ac.'l. 

could t~ve resulted only in 6ucce8~ fer the enemy's attack. The lack 

of r013srV0*-1 to slu.inata such ~, ~ObE,ble ,1.lcnetr"tioll c0\41d have res}!l t;"d 

only 1n e complete onemy broakthroush. 

Thro'Jsbovt tlltl 'p~rio<l. co;::.':\unic~t.1oIis 7:ere OITat1c or non-tl:Aist.ent. 

Wire linf:ls, t'nken U"'t':I' i:i::lte.ct ~uI'i~ tho;:oliof'. W8r'6 in 51U&le cnblss 

ant! cHerr.~ t..e lines h~d net be~l~ 1nst~llod. H~avy Ca"lamy urt1l1o:;.'y fl rc 

.-and later enemy tenk movement 1n the rear areae resulted 1n trequan'ny 
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cut lines. ~ieethel' cocditionH, f>dve.:-ee ton-ain end ener.:y jt!~1.ng !I\!\de 

r-~d 10 c~ut6Ct l!ltrcc;uont 8n3. ur.rsl1eble. Ht:td1c op(>rotors not tully 

experiencea ~n co:r.1::et eOioLrtt!nicetions ?l'oblet"'s were etten unable to 

break throuetl int~rrerC'nce thn !ai8.1:lt othE'rwi~c ~ V'9 beA.n overeor..B. The 

rflt!1. 0 s Hence 1lr..P';H",cd frcm the t 1!I'.e rNl1 os hed l:-et=J:. 1.!! s1)ed llnt·1.l en 

()~ii;r;;enOr req~irec their usc !!l.lo~··ed no previous test'lnge.nd resulted in 

p~r::.q)s OM third of t!ie redio:" r'einc unab19 to enter ARs11!.!1e<1 nota. 

At; ~ consE;quunce, crUller; fire 1:'.$ ~1J. A::; that of other su-p-porting 

'ieppvnn linE! orton c.c1p.yed at Po cr1ti~t11 ti'r.c. CO!!J!\end control ?reA nlso 

int(:::"rullted. '!.':r')OP E, 18th CnvHlry ~1r\hl."dron !;,·nc1. COe\!')lIny D. Slat F.ngt­

nE;C!'cl cO:.lld l,c.re been er..]lo::od I:l0T"a Gffectively ,:m 16-)'7 'DfIcemb~r if' 

,r'~dio c\1ntnct hljd be<:ln cJnti.!1.ut')us. lJon-tect mth tb'3 3d Battalion on 

t~'3 af't'3r11)·)n of 18 :;ec:n'!o)-~!, t"l1.ght well l:H17~ o!)&:ldad concentration of 

t:1c) re::;i::lcnt. C'J!lt';.ct 'Ii th the 1-2~d Infantry during 18-19 D~cember 

:'!culd ~l~va rmde p")!lI-3ibl e n cool"din"ted e-rfo,.t aga1.nat scnt)!otB~G. Con­

t"':~ ·':ith ·(l'J.:"l:;l~ny ,'l.. "u 19 tiec:erl;"'~l' "'lould hay"" vrarned tpe ~~1rnent rtf 

the ,~n-:11ns G~r;::l.an attack thl3t overrsn tbe 590th Field Artillery. Oare­

ful st1:ff rup'STviEl iOll of com'ilunl cet ions during periods of plAnuing end 

G.urins· l.s tnpc!'i-:>?n cfeuc\:.tiN! ';/o1lle hl'lve o"'el"ot')!Y,e mont of tbeEl& 

serio1;,.s omh;siollS by tC~lUrin? tl1i'!t '=Ilternp.te methods of comunieetioll 

rrel'f', svsil£iblc end thllt prbNj' mEltn!l were op~r~1ve. 

:3. Sl1~'L:'J am EVt,CU,·.orrIN 

The supply S!ortflBcs effecting tho l't1Rlr.:ent before the Onrmen oN'en­

s!Yo. wero re:ativ~11y ninor at th~ t1l'!:'.e. Because of its recent a:rrivel 

in ttc· linotl, trer;ch f:;.ot \lfns n:--t .'1. lJI'oble~ w1-1;h1n th!!! rem.ment in enite 

0:' the zh')rt~~ge. of "io.t.;)l' c'")!lJ~=l.t clothinG. 'rhe f!va1.leble nuP'P1y rnte 

fOl' nrLff.Ullition Od:l::Jit:\e,1 r:y First A!'r.1;7 !'.:'~s su:!"flcicnt for ~ quiet 

Bec~or, espeoially ~e an1l\un1 t10n -"'88 be dly neede~ by troops e tteck1ng 
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elfl~"'h~re. It would be pro'lident to e".lthorl~otrooys 1.n dot';ln38 in ~n 

expo!'!t)~ p,?si tlon ~1th only woak reserven to hove on position amn~nitiot1 

over d !1nd' ehovs bt';sic lMas. It 115 to "be e7.peet~d that the onemy '1'1111 

the dHficul t woctt~ f.!'_C 1-fter cUscoverea heJ'lvy enemy I:'Intia1rcr~ft 

tr~l':en to rc~upply e f'.urrolmCec. force of ·t,\"TO tnt entr:: reeirr.c.nt f:l enC! ona 

4. 	 C0rp.DItIi·TT ON 

Ir.eufficiantattcn t10n Yo£!8 r>-rld to the c odrdl nation of plans end. 

coord1nt.tionbetween the 1590th Field .I'U't111oX7' and ell elements of the 
.+ 
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regtnent W~D superior in spite of communic&tions ~itficulties Gn~ 

reeul ~d 1n each case in the infantry being greutly £.sflisted. :i;;.(;t 

important. aui moat. naglootec. was the 6taft coordinlition neceesc~i f'ol' 

the slmuUaneoua assault of t US tw:) rcgimE;u \os on 5ClWt\B.0:iG. i.e; a re.3\llt 

con tact between the tlo'O re~imentl:! WBI:! lost during the cri tic~,l ;,tll'ioc. of 

final 


Blil~ll twits rather tt.en 


include oontinuous personal liaison and to mob.tuin tllO clO:H3Jt lI,)M.Ible 

oOllrdlnation. 

5; SZCURI'lY 

left by tha ls~ and .3d Bat~alioLlS on t:'1e Orldinsl iJ'Juitiol'lS "cra~r~p-3rly 

profttaole. Few efforts weN m.ade to ragain con tact r:;1th JOHli1unJ I. 

south of OatlIL~C.ilBID early l~ ;;e.!6rllbar. While it -.vas net LJtended 

heard from Company A within a l'eeson:.lble timEt th(,t l1oItethinl, bad b.~i.JeUt3d 

an~ that an effort should be made to reestabli~h cont~ct. The lec~ of 

8ecurity elements su1'ficiently flU" to the reel' the Iilon.ing of 19 December 

8:x.pOS6d the I'6g1ment to surpl'ise, direct fiI'e a.nc": its x'oc;ulUng cfHmul­

allowe<l en enemy compa~.~· to lwnch un uttack agf.iln.st t::'e l(.f't Co:.l;J5ny of 

the :3d iJat'~e1ion eventuall;)' elirainst1r.tg H. 
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6. XC~-F.1FLR UNIT~ D< Dl~ENSE 

Antitank Company, .cne platoon of Ce.nnon Cowpany and Troop 12, 

18th Cf1valry ¢'luadl'vu ~"€ll'e on the main line of resista nee of the 4!i3d 

Infantl'Y as ri1'1o 'Jnlt~. er:.ch reepons 1':ls j:~ul' the E;ust::irud d~f"r,3~ of 

6n nssign~>d zcne. It 1:ea. of cource, thl~ 'section of tl:.s front selected 

.1:':1 	 tho Germens te· r:;.ake their lnHinl penetl'at'.o:l. Those non-rifle units 

lz.ck the traininG r,-nd eCj"dp:;lon t tQ n.uLt"tain u su~tall"led d<lr6D.~e. ,;'lthou~ 

trainc{i in nece:cH;ary EUl1D,);'ting ..·olof:j, t.hey IJl;iY bo uH,d effect1Yelj' aa 

I'iflemen frr ah01't i)t;l'ioc.!s in emcrf,;ellci€:!... ::.t i~ folt. thel"(~:·()re. that 

::n extended fl'ont Lli{jlt oetter ba defe:"lC{;d by ur'r;6uhlq; ntrong poil1ts 

6uP1'ortr.d. by J'I.oblh l'e~6rve~i. If DUP1)Qrting unitt; IHUst be U£E..lO in ~ther 

thnn tl:Gir r:['irr:l:'.r:; role, the:,' might well toe used I:l~' Plu't of the re;[(:'l'.'V'C. 

:::n this operstioll, tlteir ;>nrt in E: coreon c:.efen.se against &n agGressive 

cttock re::;itlted in such losf.l':s th: t tLoD.· :'ul'tber UF{: in thair' bCiSic 

l.:l.i!3sions CoBS consiuerel'lly c. urtail.:!ii. 

U)on being ol'~ered to the X'c,gimGnt(u COLl!cclld j?v:;.t on 19 Decud)tn' to 

".i:'o"Jeivf) the r·ogi1'lE'11Tif.l attack (Jrder. tbe Bettnlion cO!i\UllonGer. 1st DLtt.allon. 

flli1()~~ ":.0 t.:Jke 8 ll'.eL'1bel," of hi::. ::;tr.ti' .:ith hiE. '.:'ao :lElllVY c.rtillB~~o1· fire 

>1:-tich t.1o:.~tall} w0unC',€d hll" WfW c()l;lj,)letoly UnS:hp6ctfld; theI"EJfol'a, tha 

tit;.>.c but with its cOlnpnuy lX>lJ'JIlanu(;l's only, perUclly oriented w1th the 

tU:;'-CDt ini'ormotion. units dis()rt;~nized ill.ld confuCl~dJcoorcination with 

adjDcnr;t Ul.its hu;,ty cUll! incoai)1'3tc: r..nl'. co::trol skatc~j. Had a lli~bf,:l' 

o:::'·tlH:) :;tcff t;Ccvl••pc.r,icd tht! r,lJttLlion r;orc.uudel' :!.t i~, felt th(,t the 

neVI 'bnttnl1on COtlL'!"\[>:lt\'l'l' viOt..ld tli&r, fiF- V6 l'(JC61vfjd thoa att"&ck o}-der in 

sufficient time to fOl'mlllhto his pl an. 1 S8ue his" order. verify cont:.·ol 

measures, and pro::;Jerly supeMise the aotiTt'ies at his oaapenlea. 
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it 01' 611tlm:; (:ct1vity in ~uf'ficient tiToe for cour.t!trn:et..tl)r~O to 'tie tt'xen. 

O&8U1!lltl8S their curreut illfol'oc. t; ion, plnns erd or<'.ers nro j:t:J.":'.£l6intely 

nVftil~ble to their c;uccetiso:::'a:;. 


